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Sacred  Ibeavt  (Iburcb, 


Elizabeth,  N,  /.,  Jan.,  j8<;>^. 

Rev.  a7id  Dear  Sir  : 

Untozuard  circiunstauccs  /tare  hitherto  prevented  me 
from  ereeting  a  school -ho  use  of  i7iy  own.  A  school,  hoic- 
cver,  has  been  maintained,  in  my  parish,  at  a  cost  of  tivo 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  {$2^0.00)  per  aim  urn  for  the 
rent  of  three  small  rooms. 

Now,  in  order  to  raise  mojiey  for  the  erection  of  a 
school  house  of  our  oiun,  I  adopt  the  unusual  method  of 
sending  you  this  little  book,  the  price  of  ivhich  is  FIFT^Y 
CENTS ;  and  I  appeal  to  your  charity  to  send  me  this 
ajnount,  or  any  amount  you  see  fit  to  give. 

Please,  also,  examine  the  list  of  books  published  bv  me. 
All  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  jny  books  shall  noic  be 
devoted  to  the  above  object. 

Remittances  may  be  made  by  postal  notes  for  sums  under 
$T.oo.  Larger  sums  by  Post-office  orders  on  Elizabeth, 
N.J.,  or  drafts  on  New  York.  If  more  coirvenient,  small 
amounts  may  be  sent  in  U.  S.  two  cent  (2^.)  postage  stamps. 
All  remittances  outside  of  the  United  States  of  America 
must  be  made  in  Postal  Money  Orders. 
Address  all  communications  to 

Rev.  AUGUSTINE  WIRTH.O.  S.  B.. 

ELIZABETH,  N.  J. 
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THE  TWO-EDGED  SWORD. 


LENTEN    LECTURES. 
No.  I. 


THE    MISERY   OF   THE    SINNER. 

Lesson:  To  be  a  sinner  and  to  be  miserable,  is  one  and  the  same. 

Have  mercy  on  me,  O  God,  according  to  Thy  great 
mercy ^  and  according  to  the  multitude  of  Thy  tender 
mercies^  blot  out  my  iniquity.     Ps.  50:  1-2. 

These  are  the  opening  words  of  that  psalni 
which  David  composed  in  order  to  manifest  his 
heartfelt  contrition  for  his  grievous  sins  ;  and 
which  every  sinner  should  frequently  repeat 
with  an  humble  and  contrite  heart,  in  order  to 
appease  God's  anger  and  indignation.  This 
psalm,  called  the  Miserere^  consists  of  three 
parts ;  in  the  first  David  expresses  his  hope  of 
forgiveness  ;  in  the  second,  he  prays  that  God 
may  grant  him  the  grace  of  perseverance  in 
penance;  and  in  the  third  he  declares  himself  will- 
ing and  ready  to  make  satisfaction  for  his  sins. 
These  are  the  three  exercises  with  which  every 
true  Gospel-penitent  should  occupy  himself, 
especially  at  this  holy  season,  viz:  Hope, 
Prayer,  and   Satisfaction  ;   Hope,  that  he  may 
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lead  a  penitential  life ;  Prayer,  that  he  may 
persevere  in  it ;  and  Satisfaction,  that  he  may 
show  in  deed  what  his  heart  feels  and  his  mouth 
speaks. 

David  had  spent  almost  a  whole  year  without 
troubling  himself  about  his  sins  of  murder  and 
adultery,  and  the  scandal  they  had  given ;  nay, 
he  appeared  even  to  be  happy  in  his  sin,  be- 
cause he  had  thereby  obtained  the  object  of  his 
desire,  the  beautiful  and  dearly-beloved  Beth- 
sabee,  who  had  already  borne  a  prince  to  him. 
Behold  !  How  sin  makes  a  man  blind  and  in- 
sensible !  But  when  Nathan,  by  the  command 
of  God,  had  brought  his  crimes,-  mirror-like, 
vividly  before  him,  by  means  of  a  parable, 
David  all  at  once  became  a  changed  man.  His 
long-closed  eyes  are  opened,  and  begin  to  shed 
copious  tears  ;  his  heart  is  bruised ;  he  breaks 
out  into  loud  sighs  and  lamentations,  he  puts 
ashes  on  his  head,  and  prostrate  before  heaven, 
cries  out :  ''  Have  mercy  on  me,  O  God,  accord- 
ing to  Thy  great  mercy,  and  according  to  the 
multitude  of  Thy  tender  mercies,  blot  out 
my  iniquity."  David  (as  we  have  seen)  was 
obstinate  in  his  sin  for  almost  a  year.  Now,  at 
length,  he  begs  for  mercy,  because  it  is  only 
now  that  he  is  sensible  of  his  misery.  Sinners, 
if  you  do  not  do  penance  for  your  sins,  your 
spiritual  blindness  is  the  cause  of  your  neglect; 
you  do  not  know  how  miserable  you  are.    Well, 
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then,  listen  to  me.  Let  me  be  a  Nathan  to  you. 
By  the  narration  of  a  historical  fact,  I  intend 
to  show  you  how  ill  matters  stand  with  you, 
for  if  you  are  prosperous  in  your  iniquity,  you 
will  learn 

I. —  That  your  happiness  is  only  imaginary  ;  and 
II. —  That  your  misery  is  really  a  misery  above  all 
miseries, 

I. — About  five  hundred  years  after  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world,  there  lived  a  certain  man 
whom  nature  had  endowed  with  all  desirable 
qualities  of  soul  and  body.  He  had  a  noble 
mind,  a  sublime  understanding,  great  will- 
power, and  ability  to  rule.  His  figure  was 
beautiful,  his  strength  that  of  a  giant,  his  health 
good  and  unchanged  up  to  his  eight-hundredth 
year ;  he  was  a  beauty  and  ornament  of  nature. 
The  ruler  of  many  subjects,  he  ruled  continually 
in  peace  and  enjoyed  unlimited  liberty,  having 
everything  according  to  his  wishes.  He  had 
numberless  children  and  children's  children, 
even  to  the  seventh  generation,  and  saw  himself 
respected  and  honored  by  all  as  their  ancestor. 
He  stood  in  need  of  nothing  ;  in  short,  he  was 
what  the  world  would  call  a  lucky,  prosperous, 
happy  man. 

So  far,  I  have  not  mentioned  Ms  name  ;  but 
I  am  sure  you  have  already  guessed  it.  You 
have,  before  now,  said  within  yourselves  :  "  It 
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is  unhappy  Cain  he  is  speaking  of."  Be  not  too 
fast,  you  might  he  mistaken.  What  reason 
have  you  for  calling  Cain  unhappy  ?  Rich, 
healthy,  mighty,  honored  and  respected  by  all, 
in  possession  of  everything  that  makes  life 
pleasant  and  agreeable,  can  you  call  such  a 
man  unhappy  ?  Yes,  you  have  guessed  it ;  it 
is  unhappy  Cain  that  I  am  speaking  of;  un- 
happy, indeed,  in  the  midst  of  all  the  goods  his 
hearts  desires  ;  unhappy,  because  he  is  not  in 
the  state  of  grace,  without  which  all  earthly 
happiness  is  but  a  vain  illusion  ;  nay,  more  : 
without  which,  it  is  but  real  unhappiness,  and 
pure  misery.  In  all  his  apparent  happiness,  he 
cannot  hide  his  misery.  Even  exteriorly,  he  gives 
us  certain  signs  of  how  ill  matters  are  with  his 
soul.  After  hissin, God  condemned  him  towander 
restlessly  from  place  to  place,  always  pale,  always 
sad,  always  affrighted,  that  men  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  world  might  know  that  a  sin- 
ner is  not  to  be  believed,  when  he  pretends  to 
himself  or  others  that  he  is  happy.  Sin  and 
happiness  can  never  be  companions.  But,  how 
long  did  Cain  endure  this  interior  pain  and 
torment?  He  was  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  years  oM  when  he  killed  his  brother 
Abel,  and  he  lived  until  he  was  eight  hundred 
years  old.  Reckon  now,  how  long  he  suffered 
under  the  hand  of  God's  vengeance.  His  misery 
began  with  sin,  it  grew  through  the  longanimity 
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of  God,  and  it  did  not  end  even  with  his  life. 
For  our  mutual  instruction  and  benefit,  let 
us  examine  this  story  a  little  closer.  It  is  taken 
from  the  Bible,  it  is  not  new ;  and  it  has  this 
advantage  over  all  stories  and  anecdotes  of  our 
day,  that  no  one  can  doubt  its  truth.  Thank 
heaven  !  you,  my  dear  hearers,  do  not,  I  feel 
persuaded,  come  here  from  idle  curiosity  to 
hear  something  new,  but  with  the  good  will 
and  intention  of  hearing  something  useful  and 
profitable  to  your  souls. 

The  two  brothers,  Cain  and  Abel,  were  in  a 
field  ;  each  erected  an  altar  and  offered  thereon 
a  sacrifice  to  the  Lord.  As  yet,  there  were  no 
stone  tables  on  which  God  had  written  the  Ten 
Commandments.  But  reason  told  the  brothers 
that  there  is  a  God,  a  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth,  of  all  things  visible  and  invisible,  a 
rewarder  of  good  and  a  punisher  of  evil.  No 
doubt,  Adam  and  Eve  had  often  spoken  to 
them  (their  children),  of  God,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity of  paying  Him  homage.  Even  the  natural 
law  strictly  obliges  father  and  mother  to  in- 
struct their  children  in  the  knowledge,  fear, 
and  love  of  God.  Both  Cain  and  Abel  now 
bend  their  knees,  and  lifting  up  their  hands 
and  hearts  to  heaven,  pray  God  to  vouchsafe 
to  accept  their  sacrifice  as  a  token  of  their 
homage.  Externally,  there  is  no  difference  in 
their  devotion  ;  but  God  looks  at  the  heart,  and 
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does  not  regard  the  empty  gestures  and  fine 
words  of  the  hypocrite.  The  Lord  had  respect 
to  Abel.  What  do  these  words  tell  us?  God 
sent  down  fire  from  heaven  upon  Abel's  offer- 
ing, but  not  upon  his  brother's.  Cain  himself 
had  to  kindle  the  wood  ;  and,  once  lighted,  his 
fire  burned  thickly  and  restlessly,  sending  up  a 
dense  and  bad-smelling  smoke  ;  whilst  the  celes- 
tial fires  consumed  Abel's  offering,  and  shot  up 
to  heaven  in  pure,  steady,  bright  flames.  As 
with  the  two  fires,  so  with  the  two  hearts. 
Pious  Abel  offered  much  ;  he  gave  the  best  of 
his  flock,  the  firstlings  of  his  flock,  thus  reveal- 
ing a  generous  heart,  a  detached  heart ;  and 
this  was  pleasing  to  God.  Cain  offered  little, 
and  not  the  best,  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth. 
From  his  offering,  we  must  conclude  that  he 
was  a  man  of  little  piety,  who  thought  more  of 
his  farm  than  of  his  Creator.  God  rebuked 
him  for  this ;  He  had  no  respect  to  Cain  and 
his  offering.  So  gentle  a  rebuke  should  have 
sufficed  for  so  sensible  a  man.  It  should  have 
led  him  to  enter  into  himself,  amend  his  fault, 
and  re-establish  himself  in  the  friendship  of 
God.  But  no ;  Cain  begins  to  plunge  himself 
into  misery,  because  he  begins  to  despise  sin. 
With  sin,  there  is  an  end  to  his  happiness.  He 
is  disturbed,  confused,  the  thick  smoke  of  his 
fire  has  darkened  his  understanding.  The 
passion  of  envy  has  kindled  a  fire  within  him, 
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at  which  he  is  planning  a  terrible  plot.  Shall 
I  say  it  is  against  Abel,  or  against  himself  ? 

No  sooner  does  Cain  see  the  fire  descend 
from  heaven  upon  Abel's  offering,  than  he 
grows  pale  with  anger.  He  casts  his  eyes  on  the 
ground,  his  forehead  becomes  wrinkled,  his 
mouth  is  distorted.  He  murmurs  to  himself,  and 
looks  with  anger  on  his  brother,  who  is  shedding 
tears  of  sweet  joy  and  singing  the  praises  of 
God.  Cain  turns  his  eyes  from  him,  gnashes 
with  his  teeth,  stamps  the  ground  with  his 
feet,  and  begins  to  speak  to  himself  thus  :  ''Who 
is  Abel,  and  who  am  I?  Am  I  not  the  first- 
born? Why  does  God  prefer  him  to  me? 
True,  he  has  offered  something  better  than  I 
have,  but  he  has  done  that  to  spite  me.  He 
wishes  to  be  above  me,  and  God  helps  him. 
Even  if  I  have  done  wrong,  is  Abel  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  me  on  that  account  ?  Am  I  to  lose 
the  right  which  nature  has  given  me  ?  Shame, 
what  do  1  foresee !  How  this  braggart  will 
despise  poor  Cain  !  With  what  scornful  eyes 
will  father  and  mother  look  upon  me !  God 
prefers  him  to  me,  and  so  will  they  also.  Cain, 
thou  wilt  be  universally  despised  all  the  days 
of  thy  life  !     Shall  I  stand  this  disgrace  ?  " 

How  unreasonably  passion  reasons  when  we 
listen  to  it !  What  queer  notions  does  it  not 
beget !  Out  of  a  fly,  it  makes  an  elephant ;  out 
of  a  mole-hill,  it  makes  a  mountain,  yea,  a  vol- 
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cano,  ready  to  discharge  its  burning  floods 
upon  our  heads.  In  such  a  confusion  of  mind, 
nrian  must  always  distrust  himself.  When 
anger,  desire,  fear,  sadness,  or  any  other  pas- 
sion, is  excited,  one  cannot  arrive  at  a  just  con- 
clusion. Sleep  over  it,  my  angry  friend,  and 
only  when  your  passion  is  cooled  off,  when  your 
mind  is  at  rest  again,  calmly  consider  what  is  to 
be  done.  Passion  blinds  the  understanding,  and 
he  who,  blindfolded,  rushes  ahead,  must  needs 
stumble  or  fall  into  a  pit.  God  himself  gave 
this  lesson  to  Cain  in  a  very  striking  manner, 
saying  to  him :  *'  Why  art  thou  angry,  and 
why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  "  Gen.  4.  Cain, 
thou  hast  no  reason  to  be  angry  with  any  one 
but  thyself.  If  Abel's  offering  has  pleased  me 
more  than  thine,  not  he,  but  thou  art  in  fault. 
But  thou  canst  yet  remedy  this.  If,  with  a 
better  heart,  thou  offerest  another  sacrifice, 
thou  shalt  recover  what  thou  hast  lost.  I  do 
not  care  who  is  the  first-born,  but  who  is  the 
more  pious.  If  thou  continuest  in  thy  ill-will, 
know  that  thou  wilt  be  more  miserable  yet 
than  thou  art  now.  With  sin,  all  bad  luck  will 
quickly  come  upon  thee.  Therefore,  be  not 
thine  own  enemy  ;  but,'  subduing  thy  passion, 
listen  to  reason.  Thus,  God  spoke  loudly  to 
Cain's  disturbed  soul  ;  but  the  outcry  of  passion 
drowned  every  inspiration  of  grace.  By  one 
sin,  the  wretched  man  has  destroyed  a  hundred 
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years  of  happiness  ;  and  now,  he  strives  to  , 
banish  unhappiness  by  a  fresh  sin.  Two  wrongs 
never  yet  made  a  right.  Each  new  sin  is  a  new 
evil;  and  he  who  does  not  rise  immediately 
after  his  first  sin,  will  not  cease  to  fall,  till  he 
has  totally  precipitated  himself  into  hell. 

Innocent  Abel  sees  his  brother  go  about  for 
several    days   in    a   sad    and   dejected    mood. 
He  pities  him  and,  when  a    favorable  opportu- 
nity offers  itself,  he  thus  addresses  him  :  ''  Dear 
brother,  I  notice  that  thou  givest  way  to  mel- 
ancholy thoughts  about  what  happened  at  our 
sacrifices.     We   have   a   good    God  ;    ask  His 
pardon,  and   thou  shalt  recover  his  grace  and 
favor  as  before."     Cain,  concealing  his  angry 
feelings,    says:       "Brother,    my     unhappiness 
could  not  be  greater  than  it  is.     Come,  let  us 
walk  together.     I  thifik  it  will  do  me  good." 
Tears  fill  Abel's  eyes ;  and  anxious  to  console 
his  afflicted  brother,  he  goes  Avith  him— alas  !  to 
certain  death.     The  bloodthirsty  murderer  has 
gained  his  point.     Suddenly  he  jumps   back  a 
few  paces,  lifts  the  club  he  carried  in  his  hand, 
and    with   all   his   might,    swings   it   upon    his 
brother's  head!     Abel   falls;     Cain,    springing 
upon  him,  repeats  his  stroke,  till  life  is  extinct. 
Oh,  how  foolish,  how  insensible  is  man  when, 
like  a  savage  beast,  he  yields  to  the  impulse  of 
his    unbridled    passion!       By    destroying    his 
brother,  Cain  hoped  to  mitigate   his  torments. 
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.  Behold  !  Abel  is  no  more.  How  do  matters 
now  stand  with  Cain?  Has  he  rest  and  peace 
of  conscience  ?  Is  his  heart  easier  now  ?  Oh, 
the  folly  of  the  sinner  !  At  first,  there  is  a 
small  weight  upon  his  conscience  ;  now  there  is 
an  insupportable  burden  upon  it.  His  misery 
is  unspeakably  increased. 

2.  Cain's  misery  is  increased  by  the  length  of 
his  sufferings. 

Cain  feels  as  if  he  were  already  summoned 
before  the  judgment  seat  of  God.  He  trembles  ; 
the  sweat  stands  on  his  forehead  ;  his  heart 
beats  audibly;  he  seeks  a  dark  cave  in  order  to 
hide  himself  ;  but  in  vain.  God  had  already 
encircled  him  with  his  omnipresence.  Having 
seen  all,  he  asks  him  the  bitter  question: 
"  Where  is  thy  brother  Abel  ?"  Like  all  male- 
factors, Cain  answers  first  in  a  bold  and  impu- 
dent manner:  ''  I  know  not ;  am  I  my  brother's 
keeper?"  Behold!  how  sinners,  after  the  com- 
mission of  sin,  try  to  quiet  their  conscience  with 
the  contempt  of  sin.  But  that  will  not  do. 
Cain  must  be  tortured.  ''  How  can  you  deny 
it  ?  Have  I  not  proof  enough  ?  The  voice  of 
thy  brother's  blood  cries  to  me  for  vengeance  ; 
therefore  confess,  tell  the  truth.  What  hast 
thou  done  ?"  Oh,  how  good  God  is  !  Immedi- 
ately after  the  commission  of  sin,  he  sits  in 
judgment ;  the  guilty  conscience  is  the  torturer 
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until  the  transgressor  confesses  his  sin.  If  he 
make  a  good  confession,  with  true  contrition 
and  a  firm  purpose  of  amendment,  all  is  well. 
Living,  he  shall  live,  and  shall  not  die.  But  if 
he  refuse  to  confess,  if  he  sullenly  stand  the  tor- 
ture of  his  conscience,  he  may  not  be  con- 
demned to  hell  immediately,  but  he  will  carry  a 
hell  in  his  bosom,  and  be  miserable  as  long  as 
he  lives. 

Cain  confessed,  but,  oh !  that  he  had  only 
confessed  in  the  right  manner !  As  one  fall 
draws  on  another,  so  by  his  very  confession,  he 
committed  a  new  sin,  because  he  confessed 
without  contrition.  ''Yes,"  he  said,  **  I  have 
killed  by  brother  Abel ;  it  is  done  now,  and 
cannot  be  helped.  I  have  done  great  evil.  My 
iniquity  is  greater  than  that  I  deserve  pardon." 
Here,  you  have  a  living  picture  of  the  sinner's 
madness.  Before  he  commits  sin,  he  is  blind  ; 
he  does  not  weigh  its  consequences  ;  but  after 
its  commission,  he  opens  his  eyes,  and  often  too 
far  and  too  wide  :  so  that  he  sees  too  much,  and 
falls  into  despair.  ''  Woe  to  me !"  he  says, 
"  my  innocence  is  gone  ;  my  enemy  is  dead ; 
my  neighbor's  property  is  in  my  possession. 
What  is  done,  is  done.  In  the  name  of  God,  if 
I  lose  my  soul,  let  it  be  lost.  I  can't  help  it ;  it 
is  too  late  now  to  retrace  my  steps  !"  In  such 
and  similar  thoughts,  the  wheels  are  suffered  to 
run  along  until  the  car  violently  rushes  upon  the 
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gates  of  hell,  forces  them  open,  and  lands  the 
sinner,  full  speed,  into  the  depths  of  hell.  Be  not 
of  this  number,  my  brethren.  It  is  not  yet  too 
late.  God  wills  you  to  turn  to  him  in  contrition, 
though  you  should  have  committed  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  sins,  God  will  receive  you. 
Do  not  add  the  sin  of  despair  to  your  other 
sins.  Cain  offended  God  more  by  the  sin  of 
despair  than  by  the  sin  of  murder;  therefore, 
he  is  utterly  miserable  for  time  and  eternity. 

''Miserable  for  time?"  you  ask;  ''where  is 
there  any  sign  of  it?  What  evil  has  befallen 
him  ?  None  that  I  can  see,  to  judge  from  out- 
ward appearances.  He  enjoys  good  health,  he 
lives  in  honors  and  abundance."  But  do  you 
not  see  that  his  heart  is  bleeding ;  that  the  pal- 
lor of  his  countenance  betrays  his  Avound  ;  that 
these  words  are  ever  ringing  in  his  ears: 
"Cursed  shalt  thou  be  upon  the  earth!"  Go 
where  you  please  ;  the  whole  world  is  before 
you,  you  are  free.  Is  this  the  sentence  of  the 
fratricide?  Yes,  it  is;  and  by  this  sentence, 
God  has  made  an  example  of  Cain,  an  example 
which  should  make  all  men  afraid  of  sin — afraid 
of  the  avenging  justice  of  God.  Many  a  sin- 
ner boasts  of  his  wicked  deeds,  saying :  "  1 
have  sinned,  and  what  evil  has  befallen  me?  I 
am  in  good  health,  rich  and  prosperous  !  But 
physicians  know  that  there  are  patients  who 
are  nearest  to  death  when  they  think  they  are 
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well.  There  are  madmen  in  lunatic  asylums 
who  are  always  playing,  singing  and  laughing. 
Are  they  well  on  that  account?  Oh  !  no,  one 
may  be  miserable  without  knowing  it ;  and  not 
to  know  one's  misery,  is  to  be  all  the  more  .mis- 
erable. It  would  have  been  a  blessing  for  Cain 
if  God  had  struck  him  with  leprosy  ;  if  he  had 
banished  him  like  Nabuchadonosor,  among  the 
beasts  of  the  field,  or,  if  (as  St.  Paul  did  to  the 
incestuous  Corinthian)  he  had  delivered  him 
over  to  the  devil  to  torment  him  ;  for  then,  he 
would  probably  have  done  penance,  But  the 
sinner's  greatest  punishment  from  God  is  not  to 
be  punished  by  him  ;  for  this  is  a  sure  sign  of  rep- 
robation. Cain  acutely  feels  this,  and  this  thought 
embitters  every  desire  to  enjoy  his  liberty. 

*'  God  is  thine  enemy ;  God  has  cast  thee 
away  !"  This  horrible  voice,  from  time  to  time, 
like  a  thunderbolt,  resounds  in  the  ear  of  the 
sinner  and  torments  his  conscience,  which  can- 
not be  at  rest  and  peace  as  long  as  it  believes  in 
God.  If  he  do  not  believe  in  God,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  him  not,  at  least,  to  doubt  if  there  be 
not  a  God,  and  that  doubt  alone,  suffices  to 
render  him  miserable,  and  to  embitter  every 
enjoyment.  True,  the  sinner  does  not  always 
think  of  God,  but  he  cannot  prevent  sometimes 
being  reminded  of  his  Creator  by  some  chance 
word,  by  the  sight  of  a  picture,  or  by  some  mis- 
fortune or  calamity,  or   by  the  aspect  of  the 
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heavens.  As  often  as  this  happens,  the  heart 
beats  and  the  conscience  cries  out  to  him: 
"  Woe  to  you,  if  there  is  a  God  !''  And,  should 
he  reply  with  the  fool  in  the  Bible:  ''  There  is 
no  God!"  his  conscience  will  tell  him:  "But 
if  there  zs  a  God,  woe  to  you  !"  This  makes 
the  heart  bleed  ;  and,  for  such  a  wound,  there 
is  no  salve,  save  repentance. 

3.  Cain    wanders   from    place   to   place,    but 
trembles  everywhere,  finds  rest  nowhere. 

He  marries,  and  children  are  born  to  him. 
He  seeks  various  kinds  of  diversions  ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  them,  time  seems  long.  '  He  builds 
a  large  city,  but  it  is  too  small  and  too  narrow 
for  him.  He  erects  walls  and  towers,  but  finds 
not  a  fortress  that  can  defend  him  from  him- 
self. The  people  are  multiplied;  he  becomes 
their  ruler,  and  rules  arbitrarily.  AH  must  and 
do,  obey  and  serve  him,  except  his  conscience, 
that  domestic  foe  which,  the  more  it  is  com- 
manded to  be  silent,  the  more  it  cries  out: 
"  Cain,  thou  art  rejected  by  God  ;  God  is  thy 
enemy  !"  When,  during  the  day,  he  hears  claps 
of  thunder  and  sees  flashes  of  lightning,  his 
conscience  says:  *^  Cain,  thy  last  hour  has 
come  ;  now  thou  must  go  to  hell !"  When  he 
sees  the  beautiful  firmament  at  night  with  all 
its^  golden  stars,  his  conscience  cries  out : 
*^Cain,  how  lovely  is   this  heavenly  city,   but 
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not  for  thee  !'*  When  he  sees  an  innocent  child, 
his  conscience  says  to  him  ;  ''  Cain,  if  thou  wert 
an  innocent  child  once  more,  how  happy 
shouldst  thou  be!"  When  he  considers  his 
power,  his  authority,  his  large  progeny,  his 
conscience  tells  him:  ''Cain,  all  is  vanity,  all 
will  have  an  end  ;  and  what  then?"  In  the 
midst  of  his  occupations  and  pleasures,  his 
conscience  cries  out  to  him  :  *^  Cain,  thou  trans- 
actest  great  and  important  business  to-day; 
thou  art  cheerful  and  in  good  humor.  How 
long  will  it  last?  And  what  then?  To-mor- 
row, thou  mayst  be  in  hell!"  He  is  aroused 
by  his  guilt-burdened  conscience  ;  he  is  terri- 
ned  ;  and  his  conscience  says  to  him  :  "  The 
voice  of  thy  brother's  blood  cries  to  God  for 
vengeance.  God  has  cast  thee  away !"  O, 
wretched,  miserable  life  !  The  more  miserable, 
the  longer  it  lasts. 

Finally,  one  day,  when  he  was  eight  hundred 
years  old,  he  took  a  walk  into  the  woods,  as  he 
often  used  to  do,  in  order  there  to  give  full  vent 
to  his  melancholy  thoughts.  He  stretched 
himself  in  the  shadow  of  some  underbrush; 
not  knowing  that  the  sun,  from  whose  scorch- 
ing rays  he  would  withdraw  himself,  was  shin- 
ing upon  him  for  the  last  time.  For,  at  that 
very  moment,  Lamech  and  the  son  of  Tubal- 
Cain,  were  out  hunting.  The  boy  pointed  to 
the   bushes  in  which   he  perceived  something 
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move ;  and  Lamech,  thinking  that  a  deer  was 
hidden  there,  takes  his  arrow,  bends  the  bow, 
and  lets  it  fly.  Cain  receives  a  deadly  wound  ; 
he  roars  like  a  wounded  lion,  and  dies.  Lamech 
running  to  the  place,  sees  what  he  has  done  ; 
and  flying  into  a  violent  passion  at  the  boy, 
knocks  him  down,  and  clubs  him  to  death. 
Thus,  wickedness  and  innocence  enter  eternity 
together. 

And  thus  ends  the  misery  in  which  the  first 
unhappy  sinner  spent  his  life.  *'  Thus  ends 
his  misery,"  do  I  say?  Ah,  no,  it  is  not  the 
end,  but  only  the  beginning  of  his  misery. 
Now,  he  is  in  hell,  where  he  has  been  burning, 
bewailing,  and  cursing  his  miserable  fate  for 
over  five  thousand  years.  Five  thousand 
more  shall  pass  away ;  and  still  he  will 
be  burning.  Fifty  thousand  years  shall 
pass  away  and  he  will  still  be  burning. 
Fifty  millions  of  years,  and  fifty  thousand 
millions  of  years  shall  pass  away,  and  still  he 
will  be  burning,  lamenting,  cursing.  He  shall 
burn  as  long  as  God  shall  be  God,  forever  and 
forever.  And  what  still  more  increases  his 
misery  is  the  fact  that  his  whole  posterity 
burns,  laments,  and  curses  with  him.  For  Jo ! 
having  imitated  the  vices  of  their  ancestor,  the 
just  God  condemned  them  by  the  Deluge  to  a 
death  by  water  here,  and  to  an  eternal  life  in 
fire,  hereafter. 
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Sinners!  take  this  example  to  heart.  In 
Cain,  you  clearly  see,  that  to  be  a  sinner  and 
to  be  miserable,  is  one  and  the  same  thing. 
Woe  to  you  if  you  do  not  acknowledge  this ! 
You  are  then  of  the  class  of  those  of  whom  it  is 
written ;  ''  They  spend  their  days  in  pleasure, 
and  in  a  moment,  they  go  down  to  hell."  But 
if  you  acknowledge  it,  have  recourse  to  the 
divine  mercy  with  David  ;  and  that,  too,  with- 
out any  delay  ;  for  although  the  mercy  of  God 
is  infinite,  his  mercies  often,  when  we  least 
expect  it,  have  an  end. 


LENTEN   LECTURES. 

No.   2. 


GOOD  WILL,  WITHOUT  WORKS,  IS  UNPROFITABLE. 

Lesson  :  To  be  wicked  because  God  is  good,  is  the  greatest 
malice. 

fVas/i  me  yet  more  from  my  iniquity,  and  cleanse  me 
from  my  sin.     Ps.  50  :  3. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  sinner  to  be  at  ease, 
if  he  believes  there  is  a  God.  And  though 
there  should  be  one  like  him  of  whom  the  Holy 
Ghost  says :  "  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart : 
There  is  no  God," — still  he  cannot  feel  right  or 
comfortable.  For  if  he  does  not  believe  in 
God,  he  at  least  doubts  if  there  be  not  a  God. 
And  this  doubt  suffices  to  make  him  miserable 
because  as  often  as  he  recalls  it,  his  heart, 
throbbing  wildly,  seems  to  cry  out  to  him : 
"  Woe  to  you,  if  there  be  a  God  !  "  It  is  there- 
fore, an  undoubted  truth,  that  the  happiness  of 
a  sinner  is  a  mere  delusion.  His  misery  is  the 
misery  of  all  miseries.  Those  who  have  not 
yet  given  way  to  Cain's  despair,  acknowledge 
this  truth,  and  strike  their  breasts  privately  at 
least,  if  not  publicly,  saying :  "  O  God,  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner!" 
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But  what  amazes  me  is  that  they  acknowl- 
edge their  misery  and  yet  do  not  hate  it ;    that 
they  never  really  break  away  from  their  sin, 
the  cause  of  their  misery,  or  if  they  do  so  at 
confession,  thoughtlessly   relapse  into  it,  soon 
after.     To  hope  for  God's  mercy,  and  not  hate 
and  avoid  sin,  is  to  commit  a  fresh  sin.     It  is  a 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  is  no  less  than 
to  be  wicked  because  God  is  good,  no  less  than 
to   provoke  the  justice  of  God  to   pronounce 
sentence  suddenly  and  before  the  time,  in  order 
to  avenge  the  abuse  of  his  mercy  and  patience. 
Out  of  thousands,  I  shall  bring  before  your 
eyes  one  witness  who  experienced  to  his  per- 
dition how  dangerous  it  is  to  sin  by  presump- 
tion   upon     God's     mercy.     Give     me     your 
undivided  attention,  and  engrave  deep  on  your 
minds  the  lesson  which  this  history  is  calculated 
to  teach:  To  hope  for  mercy,  and  for  this  very  reason 
not  to  hate  sin,  is  a  new  sin.     Ah,  remember  this 
well,  for  it  is  the  truth  so  necessary  to  know 
and   never   to  forget,  that   I   wish   my   words 
were  a  pencil  of  iron  with  which  to  engrave 
this  truth  upon  the  hearts  of  all.     Therefore,  I 
repeat  it.     To   hope   for  mercy,  and  for  this 
very  reason  not  to  hate  sin,  is  a  new  sin,— na^, 
more,  it  is  very  often  the  last  sin,  the  last  straw 
that  breaks  the    camel's   back,    and  hurls   the 
sinner  into   hell.     This  is   what  you   have  to 
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learn  from  the  history  of  a  young  man  which  I 
am  going  to  relate  to  you  this  evening. 

I.  Unprofitable  good-will.  A  certain  young 
man,  we  will  call  him  Alonzo,  not  yet  twenty 
years  old,  had  led  a  very  dissipated,  unchaste 
life  for  several  years.  Finally,  his  pastor  and 
his  parents  prevailed  upon  him  to  resolve  to 
make  a  general  confession  of  his  whole  life, 
and  to  cleanse  his  conscience  thoroughly.  The 
resolution  was  good.  Yes,  and  for  such  peo- 
ple as  Alonzo,  necessary.  I  say  for  the  like  of 
him,  and  I  positively  desire  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  a  general  confession  is 
necessary  for  every  one,  indiscriminately.  It  is 
not  beneficial  to  those  who  have  already  made 
a  general  confession  once  or  several  times,  and 
who  can  give  no  reason  for  making  another, 
but  perhaps  some  groundless  scruples.  There 
are  people  who  can  never  confess  themselves 
enough  ;  they  are  always  scrupulous,  anxious, 
full  of  fear  as  to  whether  they  have  confessed 
everything.  Oh,  how  much  better  for  them,  if 
they  would  pay  more  attention  to  their  contri- 
tion, than  to  their  confession  !  If  once  you 
have  done  your  utmost  and  in  real  earnest,  to 
make  a  good  confession,  be  quiet  after  it.  God 
requires  no  more.  If  you  should  recollect  a 
sin  afterwards  which  you  have  forgotten  to  con- 
fess without  your  fault,  confess  that  sin  only 
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in  your  subsequent  confession.  No  new  gen- 
eral confession  is  necessary  ;  nay,  it  is  not  even 
beneficial  to  you,  you  are  only  a  source  of 
trouble  to  yourself  and  to  your  confessors 
without  any  good  cause.  But  should  you  have 
lived  like  Alonzo,  and  not  yet  made  a  general 
confession,  or,  having  made  it,  have  continued 
your  sinful  life  after  it,  then  I  say  to  you,  Yes : 
a  general  confession  is,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary, at  least  beneficial  to  you  for  your  own 
consolation  and  security. 

Well,  his  confessors  prevailed  upon  him  to 
change  his  life.  They  oft  told  him,  that  the  vice 
of  impurity  leads  man  astray  from  God  ;  that 
it  is  the  cause  of  numberless  sins;  and  that 
there  is  no  other  habit  so  easily  contracted,  or 
so  difficult  to  be  broken  off.  His  confessors 
also  ceased  to  be  lenient.  They  were  not  so 
ready  to  give  absolution  as  hitherto,  because, 
although  Alonzo  frequently  changed  his  con- 
fessors, each  one  soon  found  out,  that  he  was  a 
sinner  who  was  neither  willing,  nor  resolved, 
to  avoid  the  proximate  occasion  of  sin.  Finally, 
his  mother  did  not  cease  her  entreaties,  nor 
his  father  his  admonitions  and  threats  of  disin- 
heriting him,  till  he  solemnly  promised  to  quit 
his  abominable  vices  and  his  sinful  companions. 

In  order  to  accomplish  any  good  with  a  soul, 
all  to  whom  its  care  is  entrusted  must  work  to- 
gether.    The  priest  does  his  share  in  the  pul- 
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pit ;  but  if  you,  parents,  do  not  send  your  chil- 
dren to  church,  what  good  will  his  preaching 
be  to  them  ?  The  confessor  discharges  his  duty, 
but  of  what  use  will  his  advice  be  to  them,  if 
you  do  not  remove  the  occasion  of  sin  from 
your  sons  and  daughters,  or  if  you  yourselves 
furnish  the  occasion,  or  give  them  a  bad  exam- 
ple ?  If  the  father  corrects  the  child,  but  the 
mother  is  displeased  because  he  corrects,  or  if 
the  mother  is  too  severe  and  the  father  too 
weak,  their  children,  like  the  sons  of  Heli,  can- 
not turn  out  well.  *'  When  one  buildeth  up, 
and  another  pulleth  down,  what  profit  have 
they  but  labor?  When  one  (the  mother)  pray- 
eth,  and  another  (the  father)  curseth,  whose 
voice  will  God  hear?"  Ecclus.  34:  28-29. 
Hence,  I  was  agreeably  surprised  and  well 
pleased,  when  I  learned  that  Alonzo's  parents 
seconded  the  efforts  of  priests  and  confessors 
in  encouraging  their  son  to  a  change  of  life.  If 
all  parents  were  as  well  disposed,  temperance, 
chastity,  and  virtue  would  be  more  highly 
esteemed  by  young  people.  Nowadays,  chil- 
dren of  twelve,  of  fourteen  years,  will  hear  of 
no  restraint,  no  law  save  their  own  will.  Job 
says  of  such  :  ''  A  vain  man  is  lifted  up  into 
pride  and  thinketh  himself  born  free  like  an 
ass's  colt."  Job  11:  12.  The  beardless  young- 
ster imagines  himself  to  be  a  man;  he  walks 
the  street  with  a  proud  head,  with  a  cigar  or 
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cigarette  in  his  mouth,  and  like  a  wild  ass's 
colt,  imagines  himself  at  liberty  to  keep  com- 
pany with  all  animals.  Behold  a  young  girl, 
who  has  not  seen  a  score  of  summers!  How  in- 
decent is  her  dress,  how  dissolute  her  manners, 
how  shameless  her  conduct !  Daily  and  hourly, 
you  can  meet  such  reckless  females,  one  of 
whom  the  Holy  Ghost  describes  in  these  Tvords  : 
"  She  goes  around  in  harlot's  attire,  prepared 
to  deceive  souls,  talkative  and  wandering,  not 
bearing  to  be  quiet,  not  able  to  abide  still  at 
home,  now  abroad,  now  in  the  streets,  now  lay- 
ing in  wait  at  the  corners."     Prov.  7  :  10-12. 

Why  is  there  so  much  corruption  in  the 
world?  What  is  the  reason  of  it?  The  one 
builds  up,  the  other  pulls  down  ;  fathers  and 
mothers  do  not  assist  each  other  in  bringing 
their  children  up  in  the  fear  and  love  of  God. 
Priests  in  the  pulpit  may  stram  their  lungs  and 
break  their  hearts  in  preaching  to  them ;  con- 
fessors may  say  what  they  please  ;  but  alas ! 
parents  do  not  co-operate  with  them.  They 
do  not  pull  with  them  ;  they  are  like  balky 
horses ;  nay,  only  too  often,  parents  pull  down 
what  priests  and  confessors  have  built  up  ;  and 
many  are  more  solicitous  lest  their  children  be- 
come too  pious  and  religious  than  that  they 
become  worldly  and  bad.  I  assure  you,  my 
brethren,  very  few  parents,  comparatively 
speaking,  do  their  full  duty  towards  their  chii- 
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dren.  In  bringing  them  up,  they  are  generally 
more  concerned  to  fit  them  for  the  service  of  the 
world  and  of  the  devil,  than  for  the  service  of 
God.  Instead  of  instilling  good  and  sound 
principles  into  their  minds,  and  making  them 
carry  the  yoke  of  the  Lord  from  infancy,  they 
are  solicitous  to  fashion  them  to  the  manners 
and  customs  of  fashionable  society.  To  this 
end,  they  frequently  expose  their  innocence  in 
dangerous  assemblies,  parties  and  balls,  where 
they  are  soon  initiated  in  the  dreadful  mysteries 
of  the  flesh.  But  woe,  eternal  woe,  to  those 
parents  whose  words  and  actions  are  a  con- 
tinual lesson  of  impiety  to  their  unhappy  chil- 
dren !  St.  Paul  tells  us  that  such  parents  are 
worse  than  infidels;  and  St.  Chrysostom  calls 
them  murderers  of  their  children's  souls,  whose 
blood  will  be  demanded  at  their  hands.  Chil- 
dren who  have  such  parents  are  really  to  be 
pitied  ;  they  would  be  far  better  off  if  they  had 
been  left  orphans. 

2.  Sinful  delay.  Alonzo  had  a  better  father, 
a  better  mother.  They  exhorted  him  daily  to 
give  up  his  evil  habits,  and  they  gave  him  a 
good  example;  and  finally,  he  resolved  to 
follow  their  advice.  He  shunned  the  occasion 
of  sin  for  several  days,  shut  himself  up  in  his 
room,  and  with  the  utmost  care  and  diligence 
wrote  down  the  catalogue  of  his  sins,  in  prepa- 
ration for  a  general   confession.      Having   set 
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down  all  his  mortal  sins,  he  is  already  on  his 
way  to  church  to  make  his  confession.  Indeed, 
there  will  be  joy  before  the  Angels  of  God 
upon  the  penance  and  conversion  of  this 
great  sinner!  But  there  is  one  thing  which 
makes  me  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  conversion. 
I  read  (it  is  true)  that  he  examined  his  con- 
science with  the  greatest  care,  that  he  wrote 
down  in  detail  everything  that  he  could  recall 
to  his  recollection,  but  I  do  not  read  that  he 
endeavored  to  excite  himself  to  contrition  and 
purpose  of  amendment.  You  will,  perhaps,  say  : 
"■  If  he  had  no  sorrow,  he  would  not  go  to  con- 
fession." But  do  you  not  know,  that  many 
confess  their  sins  and  have  no  contrition,  or 
only  a  cold,  useless  contrition,  without  a  firm 
purpose  of  amendment  ?  Many  confess  without 
a  real  detestation  of  sin,  merely  because  God 
is  good  and  merciful.  But,  .ah  !  that  is  a  new 
sin  which  peoples  hell.  St.  Teresa  testifies  to 
this.  She  entreats  all  preachers  of  the  word 
of  God  often  to  preach  on  contrition,  because 
it  was  made  known  to  her  in  a  special  reve- 
lation, that  hell  is  filled  with  Christians,  who 
made  invalid  and  profitless  confessions;  and 
that,  not  so  much  for  want  of  sincerity  as  for 
the  want  of  contrition,  and  a  firm  purpose  of 
amendment.  The  best  sign  of  a  good  confes- 
sion is  the  amendment  of  our  lives.  Experi- 
ence   teaches   the   same.      Ask   any  confessor 
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what  is  his  experience.  One  who  had  heard 
over  three  thousand  general  confessions,  says 
that  many  conclude  their  confessions  with 
these  words :  "  That  is  all,  father,  I  remember 
no  more.  If  I  knew  any  more,  1  would  gladly 
confess.  Please  help  me  that  I  may  leave 
nothing  untold  !  "  But  he  also  says,  that  very 
few  have  ever  said  to  him  :  "  Father,  I  wish  that 
1  could  be  more  sorry  for  my  sins  than  I  am.  I 
am  really  sorry  for  them,  but  I  wish  I  could 
conceive  and  feel  still  a  greater  sorrow  !  "  In- 
deed, very  few  do  this.  And  what  conclusion 
must  we  draw  from  this?  We  must  naturally 
infer  that  many  are  more  solicitous  not  to  for- 
get anything  in  confession,  than  to  excite  them- 
selves to  a  real  sorrow  and  contrition  of  heart. 
Yes,  there  are  many  who  never  think  of  con- 
trition, or  only  passingly,  when  they  go  to  con- 
fession ;  and  the  result  is,  that  after  confession, 
there  is  little  or  no  amendment  discernible  in 
their  life  and  conduct. 

This  is  a  very  fatal  error.  A  sincere  heart- 
felt sorrow  for  having  committed  sin  and 
offended  God,  is  the  most  essential  part  of  con- 
fession. True,  the  conscience  must  be  care- 
fully examined,  but  if,  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  conscience,  you  forget  a  sin,  your  con- 
fession is  good  and  valid,  provided  you  do  not 
forget  it  willfully,  with  the  intention  of  conceal- 
ing it.     Nay,  if  you  be  in  the  agony  of  death 
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and  can  speak  no  more,  but  merely  give  a  sign- 
of  being  willing  to  confess,  provided  )^our  heart 
is  sincerely  contrite,  the  absolution  you  receive 
is  good  and  valid.  But  though  you  have  ex- 
amined your  conscience  with  the  greatest  care, 
though  you  confess  the  kind,  number  and 
circumstances  of  all  your  sins  minutely,  and 
in  detail,  and  with  the  greatest  candor  and 
sincerity,  but  have  no  contrition,  your  con- 
fession is  null  and  void.  Nay,  more,  though 
you  do  not  willfully  omit  contrition,  but  only 
forget  it,  your  confession  is  fruitless. 
Yes,  if  you  endeavor  to  excite  yourself 
to  contrition,  are  not  really  and  earnestly 
sorry  for  your  sins  and  determined  for 
the  future  to  avoid  them  at  any  and  every 
sacrifice,  your  confession  is  useless.  And, 
finally,  though  you  should  make  an  act  of  con- 
trition with  tears  in  your  eyes,  but  should  not 
make  it  until  after  the  priest  has  pronounced 
the  words  of  absolution, — your  confession  is 
profitless,  and  you  must  confess  all  your  sins 
over  again.  Behold,  how  necessary  and  essen- 
tial contrition  is  !  Therefore,  sinners,  be  not 
too  bold.  Do  not  say,  I  have  sinned  ;  but  I 
have  confessed  my  sins.  I  am  all  right.  No. 
you  are  all  wrong!  Only  tell  me:  "  I  have 
confessed,  but  before  I  went  to  confession,  I 
had  quitted  sin  for  some  time,  I  hated,  detested, 
and  cursed  it,  and  I  was  really  sorry,  and    I 
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am  really  sorry  now,  and  determined  never  to 
commit  it  again," — and  I  shall  congratulate  you. 

Now,  I  leave  you  to  judge  from  what  you 
have  heard,  whether  my  fears  for  Alonzo's  con- 
fession were  groundless.  The  end  of  the  story 
will  convince  you  that  in  spite  of  his  careful 
examination  of  conscience,  he  had  little  or  no 
contrition  nor  a  firm  purpose  of  amendment. 
For  behold,  he  is  wavering  !  He  has  already 
changed  his  mind  ;  he  is  no  longer  willing  to 
make  a  general  confession  ;  he  is  going  to  put 
if  off  to  a  more  suitable  time.  Alas  !  his  angel 
guardian,  rejected  with  his  good  inspirations 
and  suggestions,  leaves  him  at  the  door  of  a  cer- 
tain house. 

Listen,  and  be  angry  ;  yes,  be  angry  at  the 
senseless  act  of  this  hypocritical  penitent. 
He  had  w^ritten  down  his  confession,  like  a 
novel,  or  a  romance,  without  any  contrition. 
With  his  confession  in  his  pocket,  he  is  oti  his 
way  to  the  church,  but  unfortunately,  he  passes 
the  house  of  his  mistress.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  do  so  ;  he  might  have  taken  another  route  ; 
nevertheless,  in  his  presumption,  he  passes; 
and  she  who  sits  idly  at  the  window  (as  is  the 
custom  of  such  women)  sees  him.  She  jumps 
from  her  seat,  runs  down  stairs,  opens  the  door 
and  accosts  him  like  the  woman  in  the  Book  of 
Proverbs:  ''Catching  the  young  man,  shekisseth 
him,   and    with    an    impudent   lace   flattereth, 
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saving:    I  vowed  victims   for   prosperity  ;  this 
day  I  have  paki  my  vows.     Therefore  1  came 
out  to  meet  thee,  desirous  to  see  thee,   and   I 
have  found  thee.     Come,  let  us  be  inebriated 
with  the  breasts  ;  and  let  us  enjoy  the  desired 
embraces,  till    the  day   appear."     ''Come,    O, 
my  own,  my  dear   Alonzo  !"   she   passionately 
cries;     ''O,  come!"   and  he  listens  to  her— he 
goes  with  her.     Ah,  if  he  had  really  hated  sin, 
he  would  also  have  hated  this  instrument  of  sin, 
this  seducer,  this  idol ;  and  with  disgust,  would 
have  turned  his  back  upon  her.   But  that  would 
have  been  a  sin  against  politeness,  against  all 
etiquette  !     For  she  is  no  common  woman,  but 
a  lady.     I  tell  you,  unhappy  young  men,  that 
she  is  an  unclean,  disgusting  pool  of  sin,  a  foul, 
contagious   body,  a   confederate  of   the  devil. 
Why  should  Alonzo  be   polite   towards   her? 
However,  human  respect,  seconded  by  passion, 
overrides  the   Gospel   of  Christ.      He   listens 
to  her  as  she  says ;  "  My  dear  Alonzo,  how  long 
you  have  staid  away  !   I  thought  you  were  lost, 
therefore  I  have  made  a  vow  to  St.  Anthony. 
Thanks  be  to  God  !     I  have  found  you  again  ! 
Come   in,  and  let  us  have  a  good   time,  let  us 
once   more  enjoy  ourselves  to  our  heart's  con- 
tent.    We  are  all  alone  and  no  one  will  disturb 
us  in  our  pleasure  !" 

What  is  the  consequence  ?     She  circumvents 
him  with  her  sinful  talk,  and  he  follows  her,  as 
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an  ox  led  to  the  slaughter.  He  allows  himself 
to  be  persuaded  ;  and  now  (consider  his  malice!) 
he  thinks  (who  can  hear  it  without  indignation  ?) 
"  Be  it  so ;  only  once  more  ;  then  I  will  confess 
this  sin  with  the  rest !" 

We  cannot  help  burning  with  indignation  at 
such  frivolity  and  audacity.  And  if  you,  on 
hearing  this,  are  not  angry  at  the  presumption 
of  the  hypocritical  penitent,  I  assure  you  that 
you  do  not  love  God.  Oh,  how  little  Chris- 
tians esteem  the  holy  Sacraments !  God  has 
instituted  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  that  they 
might  the  easier  free  themselves  from  their  sins, 
and  they  make  use  of  it  only  to  despise  him, — 
they  have  recourse  to  it  in  order  to  sin  the  more. 
They  sin  and  say  (O  wicked  language  !)  "  What 
does  it  matter — one  sin  more  or  less  ?  I  can 
confess  again!"  How  the  mercy  of  God  is 
abused  !  How  many  are  here  in  this  church, 
this  evening,  whom  the  mercy  of  God  makes 
bold  in  the  commission  of  sin  !  Do  you  know 
why  God  is  so  good  to  you  ?  Behold,  you  are 
standing  on  the  brink  of  hell.  The  devil  is 
ready  to  snatch  you  away  ;  he  is  only  awaiting 
the  orders  of  God  ;  and  this  very  instant  may 
deliver  you  into  his  power.  And  why  does  not 
God  speak  the  word?  Because  he  is  good,  he 
wishes  to  lead  you  to  repentance.  And  for  this 
reason,  you  are  wicked  and  impenitent?  O 
more  than  diabolical  malice !     The  devils  hate 
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and  offend  God  because  he  deals  with  them 
according  to  his  justice;  and  why  do  you  hate 
and  offend  God  ?  Because  he  is  good  to  you  ! 
O,  shame  on  you !  Will  you  strike  the  man 
who  pays  what  he  owes  you  ?  No.  Will  you 
abuse  the  man  who  pays  you  more  than  he 
owes  you  ?  No.  Why,  then,  do  you  abuse 
your  Lord  and  God  ?  Why  do  you  strike  him  ? 
Why  do  you  spit  in  his  face?  Why  do  you 
crucify  him  again  by  your  sins  ?  Is  this  the  re- 
turn you  make  him  for  the  graces  and  benefits 
which  he  lavishes  upon  you  ?  Sinners,  ungrate- 
ful sinners,  quit  sin  before  sin  quits  you,  lest 
you  die  in  your  sins,  as  Alonzo  did  ;  for  such  an 
abuse  of  his  grace  God  cannot  suffer  to  pass 
with  impunity.  Hear  the  end  of  the  story. 
What  has  happened  to  Alonzo  ?  Did  perhaps, 
his  guardian  angel  wait  at  the  door  of  that 
house  of  hell,  till  Alonzo  came  out,  and  then 
conduct  him  to  the  church  to  make  his  confes- 
sion? Or  did  his  guardian  angel  expel  him 
from  that  house,  as  the  angel  expelled  Adam 
and  Eve  frop  the  Garden  of-  Eden  with  a  flam- 
ing sword?  That  would  be  a  singular  favor, 
an  extraordinary  grace ;  and  the  sinner  who 
does  not  hate  sin,  deserves  no  grace.  The 
guardian  angel  has  gone  away;  there  is  no 
longer  any  work  for  him  to  do. 

Alonzo  is  no  more.    He  is  dead. 

How  is  that?     Did  he  die  suddenly?     Is  he 
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really  dead  ?     Yes,  he  is.     How  did  it  happen  ? 

Let  us  adore  the  divine  justice,  which  appre- 
hended the  wretch  in  the  very  act  of  sin,  and 
punished  him  according  to  the  measure  of  his 
sins.  His  rival  saw  him  go  into  the  house ;  he 
is  inflamed  with  jealousy,  and  grasping  his 
stiletto,  rushes  into  the  fatal  room.  Seeing 
Alonzo  in  the  embrace  of  the  evil  woman,  the 
cruel  murderer  transfixes  the  heart  of  the  in- 
constant weathercock,  and  sends  his  soul  to 
hell.  His  confession  was  found  in  his  pocket, 
but  the  absolution  he  shall  never  receive  for  all 
eternity. 

Behold  the  sad  result  of  sinful  presumption  ! 
"I  shall  confess  again.  Only  once  more!" 
the  wretch  had  said  ;  but  that  "  once  more " 
was  once  too  much.  It  filled  up  the  measure  of 
his  sins  ;  the  time  of  pardon  was  over ;  and  his 
soul  was  lost  forever.  The  mercies  of  God  are 
great,  but  his  mercies  shall  have  an  end.  The 
time  will  come  when  justice  shall  step  in  to 
punish  the  presumptuous  sinner. 

Put  a  stop  to  your  sins.  Be  not  presumpt- 
uous. One  more  sin  may  exclude  you  from 
Heaven,  Therefore,  stop  at  once  in  your  sinful 
career.  Turn  from  your  evil  ways  ;  and  with 
a  heart  full  of  sorrow  and  contrition,  cry  out  for 
mercy  and  pardon  : 

''  Wash  me  yet  more  from  my  iniquity,  and 
cleanse  me  from  my  sins." 
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THE  GOLDEN  CALF. 


THE   people's   impiety,     AARON's    TIMIDITY,    MOSES'     ZEAL     FOR 
THE   HONOR    OF    GOD. 

Lesson  :     Sin  is  an  enormous  evil. 
/    know  my  iniquity,  and  my  sin  is  always  before 
me.      To  thee  only  have  I  sinned,  and  done  evil  before 
thee,    that   thou  mayst  be  justified  in  thy   words,    and 
mayst  overcome  when  thou  art  judged.  Ps.  56  :  5-6. 

In  my  two  previous  discourses,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  instruct  you  how  you  are  to  excite 
in  your  hearts  a  hatred  and  detestation  of  sin 
by  the  frequent  consideration  of  the  enormity 
of  sin.  To-day,  we  shall  consider  two  circum- 
stances which  render  sin  heinous  beyond  con- 
ception. David  expresses  them  in  this  one 
phrase  in  his  Miserere  Psalm  :  **  To  thee  only 
have  I  sinned,  and  have  done  evil  before  thee." 
To  thee,  before  thee  !  I  have  sinned  to  thee  (or 
against  thee),  O  God,  my  supreme  Lord,  and 
my  greatest  benefactor  !  I  have  sinned  before 
thee,  before  thy  very  eyes,  O  God  of  infinite 
holiness  !  To  thee  a?id  before  thee ;  these  are  the 
two  aggravating  circumstances  which  render 
sin   so   abominable,  that   when   thou,   O  God ! 
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shalt  come  to  judge  me,  or  if  thou  be  judged 
on  my  account,  by  the  wicked,  all  must  ac- 
knowledge that  thou  art  just,  and  that  just  are 
thy  judgments  !  We  seldom  consider  that  by 
one  mortal  sin,  we  crucify  Jesus  anew ;  that 
one  mortal  sin  is  so  cruel  and  outrageous  an 
act,  that  divine  justice  could  not  be  satisfied  for 
it  except  by  a  divine  Person,  who  humbled  him- 
self so  far  as  to  assume  human  nature,  suffer 
and  die  in  order  to  make  the  necessary  atone- 
ment for  it.  Nay,  the  greater  part  of  mankind 
are  of  the  number  of  those  senseless  people  of 
w^hom  it  is. written  in  the  Book  of  Proverbs, 
that  they  laugh  at  mortal  sin.  Let  us  then 
consider  what  it  is 

/.   To  sin  against  God^  and 
//.    To  sin  in  the  sight  of  God. 

I.  I  trust  in  God  that  I  shall  arouse  in  your 
souls  to-day,  what  I  have  endeavored  to  en- 
kindle by  my  last  two  discourses,  that  is,  an 
earnest,  permanent  and  heartfelt  hatred  of  sin. 
I  have  shown  you  how  wretched  the  sinner  is, 
that  you  might  employ  the  means  of  freeing 
yourselves  from  this  misery  ;  and  that,  in  order 
to  conceive  the  necessary  hatred  and  sorrow, 
you  must  seriously  reflect  on  the  malice  and 
enormity  of  sin.  All  these  were  so  many 
preparations   for   laying   siege   to   callous  and 
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stony  hearts ;  but  to-day,  with  the  help  of  God 
I  hope  to  break  and  bruise  them  unto  conver- 
sion. 

Come  with  me  into  the  desert,  to  the  foot  of 
a  wonderful  mountain,  surrounded  with  fire 
and  smoke.  An  angel  of  God  has  descended 
on  its  summit,  as  a  messenger  from  the  Most 
High.  The  earth  trembles,  the  air  resounds 
with  the  loud  voice  of  a  trumpet  penetrating 
marrow  and  bone,  the  dreadful  rolling  of  thun- 
der shakes  the  stoutest  hearts,  and  the  people 
lie  prostrate  around  the  mountain  in  fear  and 
trembling,  while  the  angel  of  God  with  stento- 
rian voice,  publishes  and  proclaims  the  Ten 
Commandments  of  God.  The  name  of  the 
mountain  is  Sinai,  the  people  are  the  children 
of  Israel  on  their  way  from  Egypt  into  the  land 
of  Chanaan,  a  people  whom  the  Lord  would 
make  His  own  and  sanctify.  And  in  order, 
more  surely  to  accomplish  this,  at  the  close  of 
the  angel's  proclamation,  God  calls  Moses  unto 
himself,  and  on  the  mountain,  holds  with  him  a 
conference  lasting  forty  days  and  forty  nights. 
On  the  forty-first  day,  he  dismisses  him,  after 
having  delivered  to  him  the  Law  written  .  on 
two  stone  tablets  for  a  perpetual  remembrance. 
At  length,  Moses  comes  forth  from  the  mist 
of  the  holy  Mount,  meets  Josue,  who  had  been 
waiting  for  him,  and  who  fully  expected  that 
Moses  would   appear  cheerful  and  full  of  joy 
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after  so  long  an  intercourse  with  God.  But 
he  was  sadly  disappointed.  Moses  is  gloomy 
and  melancholy,  and  in  the  worst  of  humors. 
His  countenance  is  dark ;  he  casts  his  eyes  to 
the  ground,  and  does  not  utter  a  word,  only 
now  and  then,  heaving  a  heavy  sigh.  Finally, 
having  descended  into  the  valley,  Moses  sud- 
denly stops  and  listens.  Josue,  hearing  the 
distant  outcry  of  the  Israelites,  said  to  Moses : 
*'  The  noise  of  battle  is  heard  in  the  camp." 
But  Moses  shook  his  head,  and  said  :  "  It  is 
not  the  cry  of  men  encouraging  to  fight,  nor 
the  shout  of  men  compelling  to  flee.  I  hear  the 
voice  of  singers."  And  when  he  had  drawn 
nigh  to  the  camp,  he  saw  the  Golden  Calf, 
which  the  idolatrous  people  had  set  up,  and 
around  it  the  dancers  ;  and  being  very  angry, 
he  threw  the  tables  of  stone  out  of  his  hands 
and  broke  them  at  the  foot  of  the  Mount,  be- 
cause he  held  the  people  to  be  unworthy  to 
enter  into  a  covenant  with  the  Lord. 

God  had  revealed  this  sin  of  his  people  to 
Moses  when  he  was  yet  on  Sinai  with  him,  say- 
ing :  "  Thy  people  hath  sinned  against  me ;  let 
me  alone,  that  my  wrath  be  kindled  against 
them,  and  that  I  may  destroy  them."  He 
would,  indeed,  have  destroyed  them,  if  Moses 
had  not  interceded  for  them  and  offered  him- 
self as  an  expiation,  saying :  "  Let,  O  Lord, 
Thy  anger  cease,  and   be  appeased  upon  the 
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wickedness  of  Thy  people  ;  forgive  them  this 
sin,  or  blot  out  my  name  out  of  the  book  of 
life  !  **  What  was  this  sin  of  the  people?  You 
know  it  already,  instead  of  the  living  God, 
they  adored  a  golden  calf.  What  malice  !  This 
crime  deserved  to  be  punished  with  their  total 
extirpation,  and  only  for  Moses  the  whole 
nation  would  have  been  destroyed.  Remember 
this,  ye  enemies  of  pious,  religious  souls,  who 
by  scoffing,  mockery,  slander,  calumny  and 
persecution,  endeavor  to  effect  that  others 
should  become  like  '  yourselves.  The  smaller 
the  number  of  pious  people  in  a  city  or 
community,  the  greater  the  danger  that  God 
will  draw  the  sword  of  vengeance  against  the 
wicked.  If  any  of  you — and  there  are  plenty 
such  in  this  congregation — do  not  mean  to  live 
up  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Church,  do 
not  at  least  prevent  others  from  doing  so.  You 
only  injure  yourselves.  The  prayer  of  the  just 
man  availeth  much.  If  only  ten  just  persons 
had  been  found  in  Sodom,  the  city  and  its 
thousands  of  wicked  inhabitants  would  have 
been  spared  on  their  account. 

The  Israelites  committed  a  great  sin ;  they 
set  up  a  golden  calf  in  the  middle  of  the  camp. 
They  adored  it,  and  offered  sacrifices  to  it. 
They  called  it  their  God,  and  in  order  to  wor- 
ship it  properly,  they  appointed  a  holiday. 
They  had  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink ;  and  they 
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rose  up  to  play  and  to  dance,  at  the  moment  when 
Moses  was  returning  from  the  mountain.  You 
will  certainly  feel  a  holy  anger  at  these  blind, 
wicked,  and  infatuated  people,  and  justly,  for  is 
it  not  an  unparalleled  malice  to  set  up  the 
golden  image  of  a  miserable  beast  in  the  place 
of  God,  and  to  prefer  it  to  God  ?  Only  a  short 
time  before,  they  had  sworn  eternal  fealty  to 
that  almighty  God  who,  by  so  many  miracles 
had  led  them  out  of  Egypt  and  accompanied 
them  on  their  journey ;  and  now  they  forsake 
Him  for  a  vile  idol !  Such  faithlessness,  such 
ingratitude  deserved  instant  punishment.  The 
earth  should  have  opened  and  swallowed  them 
alive.  My  brethren,  if  you  had  been  in  Moses* 
place  you  would  hardly  have  prayed  for  them. 
But  be  not  too  fast  in  your  zeal.  St.  Paul  has  to 
ask  you  a  question:  ^'■Do  you  not  who  judge  another , 
condemn  yourself?''  Rom.  2.  Tell  me,  why  do 
you  denounce  the  sin  of  the  Israelites  ?  Why 
is  it  so  horrid  a  crime  ?  You  reply :  Can 
there  be  a  greater  contempt  of  God  than  to 
reject  Him,  and  to  worship  a  calf  in  His  stead? 
You  have  judged  very  wisely;  but  you  have 
hereby  judged  yourselves,  for  you  in  your  turn 
do  the  very  same  thing.  Out  of  your  own 
mouth  you  have  condemned  yourselves.  God 
is  vile  in  your  eyes  in  comparison  with  every- 
thing else ;  God  alone  is  least  thought  of  by  all 
of   us ;    His   commandments   and  prohibitions 
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are  ruthlessly  trampled  under  foot  when  it  does 
not  suit  our  convenience  to  observe  them. 
Have  you  despised  God  less  by  your  sins,  than 
the  Israelites  by  theirs  ?  No,  you  say,  I  have 
never  sinned  with  the  intention  of  despising 
God.  What  do  your  actions  prove  ?  It  appears 
to  me  that  you  do  not  rightly  understand  what 
it  means  to  sin,  to  offend  God.  If  it  means 
any  thing,  it  means  to  do  what  is  displeasing, 
and  consequently,  offensive  to  God.  Be  atten- 
tive, then,  and  I  will  explain  this  matter  to  you, 
and  if  you  comprehend  well  what  I  say,  your 
hair  must  stand  on  end  with  fear  and  consterna- 
tion. St.  Thomas,  and  all  spiritual  writers 
with  him,  says  :  The  proper  nature  of  sin  com- 
prises two  things :  The  turning  of  the  will  and 
heart  (i)  from  the  Creator,  and  (2)  to  the  creat- 
ure. Behold,  this  creature  that  turns  you 
away  from  God,  whatever  it  be,  is  your 
golden  calf;  it  is  the  idol  you  worship 
in  place  of  God.  Revengeful  man !  God 
commands  you  :  "  Forgive  your  enemy  !  " 
You  say,  "  My  honor  does  not  permit 
it."  Behold,  your  honor  is  your  golden 
calf,  which  you  prefer  to  God.  Unchaste  man  ! 
God  tells  you :  "  Thou  shalt  not  commit 
adultery,  fornication  or  any  uncleanness ;"  you 
say,  "  I  love  that  person  too  much  ;  I  cannot 
give  up  that  person  ! "  Behold,  impurity  is  the 
idol  you  worship  ;  you  love  the  creature  more 
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than  the  Creator.  Covetous  man  :  God  tells 
you  not  to  steal,  cheat  or  deceive  ;  and  you 
say ;  "  It  is  profitable ;  one  must  not  neglect 
his  chances !  "  Behold,  gain  is  your  idol ;  filthy 
lucre  is  dearer  to  you  than  God.  This  is  turn- 
ing the  will  and  heart  from  the  Creator  to 
the  creature.  Your  favorite  passion  is  the 
golden  calf  which  you  have  set  up  in  your 
heart,  and  to  which  you  have  erected  an  altar 
after  having  cast  out  the  image  of  God,  and 
trampled  it  under  your  feet.  Do  you  not  yet 
understand  what  David  so  bitterly  bewails, 
when  he  says  :  ''  To  thee  only  have  I  sinned." 
O  God,  what  have  I  done  ?  Ah !  I  have 
offended  thee,  my  only  Good,  my  Supreme 
Lord,  my  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier, 
my  God  and  my  all!  I  have  offended?  But 
how  can  man  offend  God?  Can  he  strike, 
wound  or  kill  him?  He  cannot,  unless  with 
the  will,  but  he  can  abuse  and  despise  him  ;  and 
that  is  what  is  called  offending  him,  that  is  what 
is  done  by  every  mortal  sin.  You  turn  from  the 
Creator,  and  turn  to  the  creature.  Instead  of 
obeying  the  law  of  God  and  doing  what  is 
pleasing  to  him,  you  honor  and  worship  your 
own  will  and  your  sinful  inclination. 

Will  you  say  again  that  by  your  sin,  you  do 
not  intend  to  despise  God,  but  only  gratify  a 
passion  ?  Protest  as  long  as  you  please,  your 
very  actions  give  testimony  against  you.     God 
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is  the  sovereign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earthy  whom 
all  creatures  are  bound  to  obey  and  to  serve. 
And  you  say  with  Pharaoh  :  "  Who  is  this  Lord 
that  I  should  hear  his  voice  and  do  this  or  that  ? 
I  know  not  the  Lord,  neither  will  I  do  his  will. 
I  am  my  own  master,  I  can  do  as  I  will.  I  will 
not  hear  him,  nor  do  what  he  orders  me  to  do. 
I  will  not  serve  !  "  Do  you  not  call  this  con- 
tempt of  God  ?  God  in  his  iitfinite  wisdom  has 
composed  an  easy,  useful  law,  consisting  of  ten 
commandments,  whereby  he  wishes  to  save 
you;  saying:  ''If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life, 
keep  the  commandments."  You  say  :  '*  I  feel 
another  law  in  my  members  that  pleases  me 
better.  For  all  I  care,  God  may  command 
what  he  pleases  ;  I  will  do  what  affords  me 
pleasure  and  satisfaction ! "  Is  not  this  con- 
tempt of  God  ?  God  speaks  to  your  hearts, 
saying:  ''Know  that  I  hate  sin.  Look  up  to 
Mount  Calvary  !  There  my  Son  is  hanging  on 
account  of  sin.  Behold  !  so  much  did  I  hate 
sin,  that  I  did  not  spare  my  only  begotten  Son 
when  he  had  assumed  upon  himself  your  sins 
and  the  sins  of  the  world.  Lookup  to  heaven  ! 
All  that  is  there  will  I  give  you  ;  all  treasures, 
all  joys,  all  delights,  shall  be  yours  forever,  if 
you  shun  sin.  Look  down  into  hell,  the  place 
where  everlasting  horror  dwells.  That  hell  is 
prepared  for  you,  unless  you  avoid  sin  and 
keep  my  commandments."     What  have  you  to 
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say  in  answer  to  these  breathings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  ?  You  banish  them  from  your  mind  as 
idle,  unpleasant  thoughts  ;  you  ridicule  them, 
saying :  **  What  do  I  care  for  heaven,  when  I 
am  well  enough  off  here  upon  earth  ?  I  do  not 
fear  hell ;  I  will  not  be  there  alone  ;  I  shall  have 
plenty  of  company  there.  Christ  may  hang 
on  the  Cross  ever  so  long  ;  that  does  not  make 
me  uneasy  !  For  all  I  care,  God  may  hate  sin ; 
/  love  it  and  find  pleasure  in  it.  What  do  I 
care  for  his  promises  ?  To  think  of  heaven  is 
always  easy  enough.  Why  should  1  mind  his 
threats  ?  Who  knows  but  he  is  not  in  earnest ! 
After  I  have  gratified  my  passions,  and  enjoyed 
earth's  creatures  to  the  full,  I  shall  return, 
strike  my  breast,  and  say  :  '  God  be  merciful 
to  me,  a  sinner ! ' — and  that  will  settle  it  all !  " 

Do  you  not  call  this  contempt  of  God  ?  Of 
course  you  will  say,  that  such  blasphemous 
words  have  never  crossed  your  lips.  That  may 
be  true  as  to  your  words  ;  but  actions  speak 
louder  than  words.  Cowards  that  you  are, 
3^ou  have  not  the  courage  to  despise  God  with 
the  tongue,  but  do  not  hesitate  to  despise  him 
by  your  actions ;  your  deeds  give  testimony 
against  you.  Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens, 
and  tremble,  ye  gates  of  hell.  The  Lord  of 
heaven  is  despised  upon  earth,  and  sinners 
make  light  of  it !  Yes  .  .  .  .  O  what  do  I 
see  ?     O  horror  of  horrors!    What  do  I  see.^    y 
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11.   Aaron s  timidity.     Alas!  for  the  superiors 
who  hold  the  place  of  God  and  who  are  bound 
to  punish  at  least  the  public  sins  of  their  sub- 
jects, when  they  wink  and  connive  at  them  ! 
Alas'l  for  the  superiors  who,  having  been  called 
to  rule,  suffer  themselves  to  be  ruled  instead  by 
their  subordinates !     I  see  Aaron,  the  brother 
of    Moses,  himself   building   the   altar  for  the 
golden  calf.     I   hear  him  by  the  crier's  voice, 
proclaim   the   solemnity.      If   the   high   priest 
does  not  forbid,  but  sanctions   idolatry,  what 
must   be   the   result?     Who    shall  forbid    it? 
How  comes  it  that  such  a  man  as  Aaron  could 
be  tempted  to  such  a  deed  ?     I  will  tell  you. 
Moses  remained  too  long  on  the  mountain  to 
suit  these  unruly  people ;  the   commandments 
promulgated  to  them  only  thirty  days  ago,  ap- 
peared already  too  difficult  for  them  to  observe. 
They  longed  for  another  God,  who  would  not 
be  so  severe  as  the  God  who  showed  his  power 
over  the  Egyptians.     A   calf  in   the   place  of 
God  seemed  the  right  thing  for  these  carnal 
people,  for  it  could  not  see,  and  would  not  pun- 
ish their  licentiousness.     They  gathered  around 
Aaron,  and  said  :     "  Make  us  gods  that  may  go 
before  us;  as  for  this  Moses,  we  do  not  know, 
what  has  befallen  him."     How  does  Aaron  act 
on  this  occasion ?     He  is  diplomatic;  he  tries 
to  carry  water  on  both  shoulders,  or  to  serve 
two  masters.     Wretched  policy  !     He  does  not 
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wish  to  offend  God,  neither  is  he  willing  to 
spoil  his  chances  with  the  people,  and  excite 
them  against  himself.  He  has  recourse  to  a 
stratagem.  He  pretends  to  be  willing,  to  com- 
ply with  their  request,  but  demands  that  they 
should  bring  to  him  their  wives'  and  daughters* 
golden  ear-rings,  finger-rings,  and  bracelets, 
hoping  at  the  same  time,  that  the  women  would 
refuse  to  make  such  a  sacrifice  by  depriving 
themselves  of  their  ornaments.  Then  (thought 
he),  he  would  be  able  to  extricate  himself  from 
the  predicament,  and  cleverly  get  rid  of  their 
importunity.  But  his  strategy  was  doomed  to 
failure.  In  a  short  time,  a  great  quantity  of 
jewelry  was  laid  before  him,  and  Aaron  was 
compelled  to  mold  a  calf.  When  the  people 
had  seen  the  golden  calf  upon  the  altar,  they 
were  wild  with  enthusiasm,  crying  out :  "O 
Israel,  this  is  the  God  that  hath  brought  thee 
out  of  Egypt !  "  Did  Aaron  hear  the  blasphemy  ? 
Yes,  he  did.  But  he  had  already  yielded  too 
much  to  the  people ;  and  the  people  knowing 
this,  had  become  insolent  and  overbearing,  so 
that  he  lost  all  courage,  and  from  a  ruler  of  the 
people,  became  the  tool  and  foot-ball  of  his  sub- 
jects. "  Be  it  so,"  he  said,  "  let  the  solemnity 
be  proclaimed  for  to-morrow  !  " — still  hoping 
that  Moses  would  return  in  time  to  put  a  stop 
to  it. 
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As  Aaron  indulged  and  flattered  the  children 
of  Israel  by  granting  their  sinful  request,  so 
many  parents  indulge  their  children  too  much, 
grant  them  every  liberty  and  license,  are  will- 
ing to  lose  an  eye  themselves  rather  than 
grieve  their  children  by  refusing  them  any  re- 
quest. They  allow  them  to  keep  bad  company 
with  persons  of  the  opposite  sex,  although  they 
know  the  danger  of  it.  They  allow  them  to  sit 
up  late  at  night  with  their  lovers,  without  wit- 
nesses, although  they  well  know  that  it  is  not 
the  Rosary  they  are  saying  together.  They 
allow  them  to  be  out  of  the  house  at  unseason- 
able hours,  although  they  are  well  aware  that 
night-walking  begins  with  sin  and  ends  with 
the  ruin  of  souls.  Can  parents  be  really  so  void 
of  conscience  and  lost  to  religion  as  to  allow 
them  such  liberties  ?  Ah,  they  are  time-serv- 
ing as  Aaron  was ;  they  have  said  A,  and  now 
they  must  say  B.  Children  rule  their  parents, 
they  dance  upon  their  heads,  and  parents  de- 
serve nothing  better  ;  for  when  their  children 
were  small,  they  indulged  them  over  much  ; 
and  now,  it  is  too  late  to  call  a  halt.  They  did 
not  bend  the  tree  when  it  was  young.  By 
over-indulgence,  parents  spoil  their  children, 
and  make  themselves  their  slaves.  But  woe  to 
those  parents  who  do  not  correct  their  off- 
spring when  they  need  it,  and  make  them  carry 
the  yoke  of   the   Lord  from  their  infancy  !     If 
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fathers  and  mothers  had  been  such  cowards  in 
the  primitive  ages  of  Christianity,  the  Church 
would  have  been  smothered  in  its  cradle.     In 
our  days  cowardice  is  called  prudence,  policy, 
but  it  is  the  same  carnal,  diabolical  prudence 
and  policy  which  Moses  condemned  in  Aaron. 
See,  how  far  you  have  gone  astray !     You 
fear  the  eye  of  man,  and  you  are  not  afraid  of 
God's  all-seeing  eye !     Do  you  think  him  to  be 
blind?     When  you  have  some  evil  project  in 
your  mind,  how  long  the  day  seems  to  you. 
You  wish  that  the  sun  would  set;  you  are  even 
angry  because  the  moon  shines.     When  dense 
clouds  cover  the  sky,  and  darkness  the  earth, 
you  rejoice  and   hasten  to  do   certain   things, 
because  you   believe  that  the  eyes  of   all   are 
closed.     ''  Now,"  (you  say  to  yourself)  "  all  are 
asleep,  and  no  one  sees  me  !  "     When  you  have 
found   out   some   smart    trick    to   cheat  your 
neighbor,  you  rejoice.     "No  one  notices  it," 
you  chuckle  to  yourself.     When  by  your  sanc- 
timoniousness you  can  throw  a  veil  over  your 
intrigues,  adulteries,  fornications  and  debauch- 
eries, so  that  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  you  are 
looked  upon  as  a  good  Christian,  a  faithful  hus- 
band or  a  faithful  wife,  you  rejoice,  and  why  ? 
Because    no    one    knows   about   your  doings. 
When  you  can  find  dark  corners  in  which  you 
believe  to  hide  your  evil  deeds,  you  are  satis- 
fied.    Why  ?     Because  no  man  sees  you  there. 
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But  are  you  deaf,  that  you  do  not  hear  your 
conscience  saying- :  "  God  knows  it !  God  sees 
it !  "  Ah,  you  hear  the  voice,  but  you  do  not 
heed  it.  You  think :  "  If  only  the  people  do 
not  see  me,  what  do  1  care  about  God  ?  He 
will  do  nothing ! "  You  resemble  that  thief 
who  broke  into  a  priest's  house,  and  when  with 
his  booty  on  his  back,  his  eyes  fell  on  this  in- 
scription on  the  wall :  "  God  sees  you,"  he 
quickly  wrote  below :  "  But  the  priest  does 
not."  And  laughing  at  his  own  smartness, 
went  his  way. 

III.  Moses  returned  from  the  mountain  on 
the  very  day  on  which,  early  in  the  morning, 
the  people  had  offered  sacrifices  to  the  golden 
calf.  They  were  still  singing  and  dancing 
around  their  four-footed  idol.  The  man  of 
God  saw  it,  and  being  exceedingly  angry,  he 
threw  the  tables  out  of  his  hand,  and  broke 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  Then,  lay- 
ing hold  of  the  calf,  he  burnt  it,  and  beat  it  into 
powder,  which  he  put  into  the  water  and  gave 
thereof  to  the  people  to  drink.  Those  who  a 
little  while  ago  had  terrorized  the  timid  Aaron, 
are  now  frightened  themselves,  and  quietly 
wait  until  the  man  of  God,  without  any  other 
weapon  than  his  zeal  for  God's  honor,  ap- 
proaches them  and  firmly  opposes  their  wicked 
and  scandalous  conduct.     All  are  silently  sub- 
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missive  ;  no  one  offers  any  resistance.  They 
hang  their  heads  in  expectation  of  the  expiatory 
punishment  that  Moses  wills  to  inflict  upon 
them.  But  the  sentence  of  the  wrath  of  God 
is  already  pronounced  against  them.  Standing 
in  the  middle  of  the  camp,  Moses  said  :  **  If  any 
man  be  on  the  Lord's  side,  let  him  join  with 
me."  And  all  the  sons  of  Levi  gathered  them- 
selves unto  him.  And  he  said  to  them  :  ''  Thus 
saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel :  Put  every  man 
his  sword  on  his  thigh,  go  and  return  from 
gate  to  gate  through  the  midst  of  the  camp,  let 
every  man  kill  his  brother  and  friend  and 
neighbor."  And  the  sons  of  Levi  did  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  Moses,  and  there  were  slain 
that  day,  three  and  twenty  thousand  men." 
But  that  is  not  all.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  very 
few  of  those  twenty-three  thousand  souls  es- 
caped hell,  because  Moses  (urged  on  by  God), 
gave  them  no  time  to  repent  of  their  sins.  And 
that  was  right  and  just ;  for  who  will  dare  to 
question  or  contradict  the  just  judgments 
of  God  ?      • 

To  sin  against  God,  to  sin  before  him,  be- 
fore his  very  eyes,  is  so  great  a  malice,  that 
howsoever  severe  the  sentence  may  be,  heaven 
and  earth  must  approve  it.  How  is  it  with 
you  ?  Do  you  feel  no  hatred  yet  against  sin  ? 
''To  Thee,  before  Thee,  I  have  sinned" — these 
are  the  two  circumstances  which  infinitely  in- 
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crease  the  malice  of  sin.     To  despise  God  for 
a   creature — who  can  find  words   adequate  to 
express  the  enormity  of  such  a  sin  ?  Ah,  if  God 
should  give  permission  to  his  irrational  creat- 
ures, as  Moses  did  to  the  sons  of    Levi,  what 
would  become  of  some  of  us  ?  This  very  moment, 
your  angel  guardian  would  abandon  you;  the  sun 
would  change  its  rays  into  fiery  darts  ;  the  earth 
would  open  and  devour  you  ;  the  waters  would 
sweep  away  your  house  and  drown  you ;  the 
air  would  poison,  the  fire  would  consume  you; 
and  your  own  domestic  animals  would  rise  in 
rage  against  you,  and  avenge  on  you  the   in- 
sults you   had   offered  to   their   God.     Above 
all,  the  devils  would  outdo  all  other  creatures, 
and  attempt  on   you  such  cruel   and   terrible 
things  as  only  an  incarnate  hatred  can  invent 
and  accomplish.     And  why  is  all  this  not  done  ? 
Because   God   is    good    and    merciful.     He 
waits ;  and  he  can  afford  to  wait.     With  him, 
there   is     no   time.     He    says :    ''  It   shall   not 
yet  be  done  !  "  he  withholds  the  rage  and  fury 
of  his  creatures,  in  hope  of  your  doing  better 
for  the  future.     But  take   care.     Do   not  dis- 
appoint him.      Return  from   your   evil   ways, 
return  to  your  Saviour,  and  cry  out  from  the 
bottom  of  your  heart :  "  Lord,  be  merciful  to 
me  a  sinner !  I  am  sorry  for  having  offended 
thee.     I   have  preferred  Barabbas  to  thee  ;  I 
have  preferred  my  evil  inclinations  and  unruly 


52  THE    TWO-EDGED    SWORD. 

passions  to  thee.  I  thy  creature,  a  handful  of 
dust,  a  miserable  worm,  have  despised  thee,  my 
Father  and  merciful  God,  yea,  I  have  despised 
thee  before  thy  very  eyes !  O  malice !  O 
horror !  O  black  ingratitude !  But  I  am 
sorry  for  it  in  my  heart  of  hearts  ;  my  tongue 
is  unable  to  express  my  deep,  abiding  sorrow  !  " 
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THE  DEVIL  A  HANGMAN. 
Lesson  :  To  err  is  human,  to  persevere  in  error,  diabolical. 
Behold,    I    was    conceived    hi  iniquities,  and  in  sin 
did  t?ty  mother  conceive  me.     Ps.   50  : 6. 

In  the  preceding  verses,  David  mentioned  the 
first  cause  of  his  hope  in  God's  mercy.  He 
hopes  to  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  his  sin,  be- 
cause he  is  heartily  sorry  for  it,  detests  it,  and 
earnestly  wishes  never  to  have  committed  it. 
In  the  6th  verse  of  the  Psalm,  he  names  the 
second  reason  why  he  hopes  God  will  have 
mercy  on  him :  *'  Behold  I  was  conceived  in 
iniquities^  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me."" 
It  is  true,  O  God,  I  have  grievously  offended 
thee,  but  is  this  to  be  wondered  at?  In  original 
sin  I  was  conceived,  and  in  original  sin  I  was 
born :  hence,  all  my  sinful  inclinations  and  con- 
cupiscence are  consequences  of  original  sin,  by 
which  I  suffered  myself  to  be  overcome  ;  hence, 
it  comes,  that  I  have  sinned  and  roused  thy 
anger  against  myself.  But,  remember.  Lord  ! 
that  I  am  not  unworthy  of  some  commisera- 
tion, as  a  man  who  has  sinned  more  through 
frailty  than  malice.  I  beg  you,  my  brethren, 
however,  not  to   imagine   that  David  by  this 
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plea  intended  or  desired  to  diminish  his  guilt ; 
no,  he  only  meant  to  give  us  to  understand, 
that  by  his  fall,  he  learned  to  know  his  own 
weakness ;  and  how  carefully  he  must  for  the 
future  shun  the  evil  occasion  of  sin,  and  avail 
himself  of  the  necessary  means  of  overcoming 
his  natural  frailty.  Such  a  knowledge  of  his 
weakness  leads  to  self-distrust,  and  inclines  the 
sinner  to  a  speedy  repentance  ;  such  a  pre- 
caution as  it  engenders  against  relapse,  must 
please  God  and  move  him  to  mercy. 

But  what  do  those  deserve  who  have  ex- 
perienced not  only  once,  but  numberless  times, 
how  weak  and  frail  they  are ;  and  yet  in  spite 
of  knowledge  and  past  experience,  do  not 
employ  the  effectual  means  for  their  amendment, 
do  not  shun  the  occasion,  nay,  even  seek  and 
love  the  danger?  What  mercy,  what  in- 
dulgence do  such  persons  deserve  ?  It  is  to  be 
feared,  that  the  measure  of  their  sins  will  be 
full,  when  they  least  expect  it,  as  happened  to 
a  young  man  whose  history  I  shall  relate  to 
you  this  evening. 

I.    The  great  evil  of  a  bad  habit, 

A  certain  young  man— we  shall  call  him 
Edward — the  joy  and  hope  of  his  fond  parents, 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  initiated  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  flesh  in  his  tender  years  (I  do 
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not  know  by  whom),  in  that  sin  which  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  calls  a  detestable,  damnable, 
cursed  sin.  It  had  gone  so  far  with  him  that 
what  he  had  formerly,  through  ignorance,  per- 
mitted others  to  do  to  him,  he  now  from 
culpable  lust  did  to  himself  and  his  companions. 
Thus,  what  St.  Augustine  bewails,  happened. 
The  bad  will  became  concupiscence,  concupis- 
cence a  habit,  and  the  habit,  a  necessity.  It 
cannot  be  gainsaid,  that  he  often  went  to  con- 
fession and  confessed  sincerely,  so  as  to  leave 
nothing  untold  ;  but,  because  he  was  contented 
with  the  recital  of  his  sins,  and  thought  only 
superficially  on  contrition  and  a  firm  purpose 
of  amendment,  and  did  not  make  an  earnest 
use  of  the  means  necessary  for  amendment, 
his  confessions  can  hardly  be  called  valid, 
but  must  be  considered  as  sacrilegious. 

I  hope  there  is  no  one  here  present  whose 
heart  at  these  words,  begins  to  bleed  and  to  cry 
out  in  anguish  :  **  Ah  !  the  same  misfortune  has 
befallen  me !  I  am  buried  up  to  my  ears  in  this 
misery  !  "  But,  if  any  one  among  you,  should 
be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  sunk  in  this  detesta- 
ble habit,  I  really  pity  his  miserable  state  ;  and 
because  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  I  am  ready 
to  succor  him  with  good  advice  in  the  hope 
that,  with  God's  help  and  assistance,  that  hor- 
rid sin  will  soon  be  removed.  Are  you  in  real 
earnest?     This  alone  I  must  know!     Will  you 
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be  made  whole  ?  If  you  do  not  really  and 
earnestly  wish  to  get  rid  of  your  bad  habit,  if 
you  are  not  fully  determined  to  quit  it  at  once 
and  forever,  the  best  advice  profits  you  nothing  ; 
— God  Almighty  himself  cannot,  and  will  not, 
help  you.  But  if  you  are  resolved  to  change 
your  life,  do  what  St.  Bernard  advises  one  of 
your  description  to  do,  with  good  success. 

A  certain  sinner  infected  with  this  plague  (we 
may  as  well  call  this  child  by  its  true  name,  self- 
abuse,  touching  one's  self  immodestly)  one 
day,  came  to  this  holy  man  to  confession.  He  was 
received  with  kindness  and  his  confession  heard 
with  all  patience.  When  he  had  done  speak- 
ing, the  holy  man  had  also  something  to  say. 
He  began  to  recapitulate,  and  to  represent  to 
him  so  impressively  how  often,  how  grievously 
and  how  shamelessly  he  had  offended  God, 
that  the  sinner  burst  into  tears,  and  sobbed  : 
''  Ah,  I  know  my  misery  only  too  well,  but  it 
has  already  gone  too  far  with  me !  I  cannot 
amend  my  life,  no  matter  how  much  I  may 
desire  it!"  *'How,"  replied  the  holy  man, 
"are  you  really  in  earnest?"  "Yes,"  said 
the  sinner,  "  I  am  ;  I  wish  I  could  change  my 
life  ;  I  wish  I  could  quit  this  sin,  but  I  cannot, 
it  is  impossible!  To  abstain  from  what  has 
been  so  long  habitual  to  me— no,  no,  I  cannot, 
it  is  really  impossible ! "  St.  Bernard  per- 
ceived from  this  conversation,  that  it  was  not 
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SO  much  the  will,  as  the  courage,  that  was 
wanting  to  this  miserable  man  ;  that  the  idea  of 
a  life-long  fight  with  his  besetting  vice  made 
him  despondent  and  downhearted.  He  took 
him  at  his  word,  saying  :  "  My  dear  friend,  I 
did  not  say  that  you  should  quit  it  all  your 
life-time ;  I  shall  make  a  bargain  with  you  for 
a  short  time.  Well  then,  tell  me,  how  long 
will  you  promise  me  to  avoid  this  sin  ?  Is  it 
too  much  to  ask  you  to  do  so  for  half  a  year  ? 
Half  a  year  is  not  long."  "Oh!"  said  the 
man,  "  half  a  year  ?  That  is  too  long,  I  can- 
not!" "Will  you  promise  me,  then,  not  to 
commit  this  sin  for  three  months  ? "  said 
St.  Bernard.  "No,"  said  the  other,  "  it  is  too 
long  ;  I  cannot  promise  you  that  much  !  "  "But, 
surely,"  said  St.  Bernard,  "you  can  promise 
me  one  month  ? "  The  sinner  said  :  "  No,  I 
cannot."  "  A  week  you  will  certainly  promise 
me?"  said  St.  Bernard.  "Even  that  is  im- 
possible," replied  the  sinner.  "  Then,"  St. 
Bernard  said,  "you  must  be  very  weak  indeed. 
But,  be  it  so.  In  honor  of  the  Blessed  Trinity, 
I  ask  for  no  more  than  three  days.  Can  you 
refuse  me  (or,  rather,  God,)  this  request  ? " 
The  penitent  is  silent ;  he  is  ashamed  to  dispute 
any  longer  with  the  confessor  :  "  Three  days  is 
not  much,"  he  says,  "  I  can  keep  from  this  sin  for 
three  days."  "  God  bless  you,  my  son!  May  his 
grace  strengthen  you  !"    Go  in  peace  ;  and  after 
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three  days,  call  again  for  absolution."  Who 
shall  say  what  violent  temptations  the  poor  man 
endured  during  those  three  days  ?  The  devil, 
knowing  very  well  what  St.  Bernard  was  aiming 
at,  left  nothing  undone  to  entice  the  poor  fellow 
to  commit  again  his  habitual  sin.  But  every 
time  he  was  defeated.  As  often  as  he  assaulted 
him,  he  was  repulsed  with  the  answer ;  "  Not 
during  these  three  days  !"  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth  day,  the  happy  conqueror  was 
in  the  confessional  relating  with  tears  of  joy, 
how  bravely  he  had  fought ;  and  asking  for  ab- 
solution which,  according  to  his  notion,  he  had 
so  well  deserved.  But  the  prudent  physician 
of  souls  instructed  his  penitent  that  he  was  not 
yet  prepared  for  this  divine  medicine,  saying  : 
"  You  have  now  learned  by  your  own  experi- 
ence, that  the  enemy  is  not  invincible  as  you 
imagined.  It  is  profitable  to  you  to  make  a 
little  longer  experience  of  this  conflict.  Show 
me  that  you  can  fight  the  enemy  for  eight 
days."  He  obeyed  not  unwillingly,  kept  from 
sin  for  eight  days,  returned  on  the  ninth  day, 
and  was  sent  away  on  a  trial  for  fourteen  days. 
FinaUy,  after  having  fought  his  enemy  for  a 
whole  month  he  would  no  longer  bargain,  but 
pledged  himself  of  his  own  free  will  during  his 
whole  life  never  again  to  commit  this  sin. 
Thus,  he  made  himself  worthy  of  absolution 
and  received  it  with  fruit. 
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Man  can  do  a  great  deal  if  he  earnestly  wills 
it,  and  has  a  prudent  confessor  to  guide  him  ; 
and  this  method  of  overcoming  temptation 
is  surely  the  best  and  easiest.  In  the  heat  of 
temptation  firmly  resolve  not  to  sin  for  this 
hour,  and  just  for  this  hour,  because  it  is  in  this 
hour  that  you  are  tempted.  All  you  want  is 
courage  enough  to  say  :  "  I  will  not  do  what  I 
am  tempted  to  do  for  an  hour,  because  the 
devil  wishes  me  to  do  it  this  hour !"  Who  is 
there  that  cannot,  with  the  grace  of  God,  keep 
from  sin  for  an  hour,  even  in  the  most  violent 
temptation  ?  It  is  an  empty  excuse,  a  vain  pre- 
text for  the  habitual  sinner  to  say,  after  each  re- 
lapse :  "  I  could  not  help  it !"  It  is  not  true. 
You  could  help  it,  if  you  had  the  will.  If  your 
father  or  mother,  or  even  a  stranger  were 
present,  you  would  not  do  it,  let  the  temptation 
be  ever  so  violent.  If  you  were  certain  that, 
after  your  consent  to  the  temptation,  and  after 
the  commision  of  the  sin,  you  would  become  at 
once  blind  or  lame,  I  assure  you,  'you  would 
overcome  the  strongest  temptation.  Only  try 
it  once,,  with  an  earnest  will,  and  you  will  find 
out  to  your  greatest  joy,  that  you  can  do  more 
than  you  think. 

II.   The  great  punishment  of  this  bad  habit, 

Alas !  this  advice  is  no  more  of  any  use  to  the 
young  man    I    have   called    Edward.       He   is 
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already  dead.  His  end  could  not  have  been 
more  disgraceful  or  more  miserable.  One  day, 
his  kinsfolk  found  him  hanging  dead  in  his 
room.  His  rosary  and  his  scapular  were  lying 
in  a  corner ;  his  face  was  black  and  terribly 
swollen,  his  chin  hung  down  on  his  breast :  his 
tongue  protruded  far  out  over  his  lips ;  his  di- 
sheveled hair  covered  his  forehead  and  eyes. 
The  first  sight  of  him  in  such  a  condition 
frightened  his  parents  and  relatives  nearly  to 
death.  They  cut  the  rope  immediately, 
searched  for  a  sign  of  life,  called  him  by  name, 
breathed  the  holy  names  of  Jesus  and  Mary 
into  his  ears — but  in  vain.  Edward  was  dead. 
And  now  the  wailing  and  lamentations  began. 
All  were  terrified ;  each  one  had  something 
fresh  to  bewail.  One  said  :  **  O,  God,  what  a 
miserable  end  !"  Another  shook  his  head  say- 
ing ;  *'  It  is  awful  to  die  in  such  a  manner,  and 
at  such  a  dangerous  age!"  A  third  commisser- 
ated  the  poor  parents  of  the  young  man,  but  all 
tremble  alike  for  his  unfortunate  soul.  And  in- 
deed they  have  reason  to  be  concerned  about 
his  soul.  For  although  Edward  had  been  for  a 
long  time  a  promising  lad,  industrious  and  obe- 
dient to  his  parents  and  teachers,  of  late  he  had 
so  suddenly  and  perceptibly  changed,  that  all 
who  knew  him  were  wondering  and  asking  the 
cause  of  this  alteration.  Parents,  engrave  this  on 
your  minds.     If  you  notice  a  sudden  change  in 


LECTURE    4.  6t 

your  son  or  daughter,  if  all  at  once,  from  being 
pious,  industrious  and  obedient  children,  they 
become  tepid,  lazy,  and  stubborn,  look  out ! — 
the  fire  of  impure  love  is  burning  in  their  hearts; 
they  show  symptoms  of  having  contracted  the 
habit  of  self-abuse.  To  return  to  the  parents 
of  the  unfortunate  Edward — their  first  grief 
being  over,  the  question  arises,  who  was  the 
author  of  his  death  ?  Who  was  the  murderer 
of  this  unhappy  young  man?  There  was  no 
one  in  the  household  whom  they  could  suspect. 
Close  investigation  revealing  the  fact  that  no 
stranger  had  been  about,  they  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion, that  he  must  have  laid  violent  hands 
on  himself,  that  he  must  have  committed 
suicide.  But  what  reason  could  he  have  had 
for  perpetrating  so  fearful  a  crime  ?  Yesterday 
he  was  so  merry  and  jolly,  in  such  excellent 
spirits,  which  he  could  not  have  been,  if  he  had 
had  such  a  terrible  project  in  his  mind.  I  per- 
mit these  people  to  follow  their  own  thoughts, 
and  to  make  any  conjectures  and  surmises  they 
please.  I  only  wish  that  he  who  seduced  him, 
who  initiated  him  in  the  vice  of  self-abuse, 
could  have  come  to  witness  this  lamentable 
spectacle.  Great  God,  how  wildly  his  heart 
would  have  throbbed  !  What  anguish,  what 
remorse  of  conscience  would  have  taken  hold 
of  him  !  Then  and  there,  he  would  have  learned 
what  it  is  to  seduce  a  soul.  Ah,  how  easy  it  is  to 
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seduce  an  ignorant,  bashful  boy,  or  an  imprudent, 
giddy  girl  by  flattery,  threats,  lies,  promises  or 
caresses  to  the  first  sin.  But  how  great  is  the  sin, 
how  fearful  the  responsibility  of  the  prompter  ! 
O  seducer,  especially  to  this  sitiy  what  name 
shall  I  give  you  ?  A  cruel  assassin  ?  A  poison- 
spitting  serpent?  An  emissary  of  hell?  A 
plague  of  the  earth  ?  A  horrid  representative 
and  vice-regent  of  the  devil,  since  you  do  the 
work  of  the  devil  ?    All  this  is  too  little. 

**  What  hast  thou  done?"  God  said  to  Cain, 
whereby  he  would  visibly  represent  to  him  the 
horrid  murder  of  his  brother.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  horrible  crime  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  man 
— of  an  innocent  man,  the  life  of  one's  own 
brother,  by  deception,  under  the  cover  of  friend- 
ship, and  (what  makes  the  malice  of  Cain  still 
more  diabolical)  from  envy,  because  Abel  was 
dearer  to  God  than  he.  But  if  I  compare  the 
murder  of  Abel  with  the  seduction  of  a  soul, 
the  latter  sin  in  its  effects  and  consequences  is 
more  grievous  than  the  former.  Cain,  it  is  true, 
took  away  the  temporal  life  of  his  brother.  But 
Abel  in  losing  his  life  obtained  eternal  life  in 
exchange ;  and  we  may  justly  call  him  the  first 
martyr.  But  if  you  seduce  a  soul,  what  do  you 
do?  As  much  as  is  in  you,  you  tear  your  own 
soul  and  the  soul  of  the  person  seduced  by  you 
from  the  arms  of  Jesus,  and  deliver  them  both 
to  the  devil.     The  seducer  is  a  masked  devil. 
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Satan  is  well  aware  that  no  one  would  listen  to 
him,  if  he  made  his  appearance  in  his  own 
natural,  ugly  form  to  seduce  people  to  sin.  All 
would  bless  themselves,  curse  him,  and  take  to 
flight.  For  this  reason  in  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  world,  in  the  earthly  paradise,  he 
assumed  the  form  of  the  serpent.  If  he  had 
assumed  the  form  of  man,  he  would  have 
betrayed  himself,  because  there  was  no  other 
human  being  on  earth  besides  Adam  and  Eve ; 
but  now-a-days,  men  take  the  place  of  the 
serpent.  They  lend  the  devil  their  eyes, 
hands,  feet,  tongues,  and  garments,  and  thus 
disguised,  the  devil  in  human  form  is  received 
politely,  listened  to  attentively  ;  people  go  to 
meet  him,  are  allured  by  him,  and  that  he  may 
be  less  dreaded,  they  give  him  the  most  beauti- 
ful names ;  he  is  called  "  my  friend,"  "  my 
beloved,"  "my  adorer!"  But  wretch,  what 
benefit  do  you  derive  from  the  service  you 
render  to  the  devil  by  the  seduction  of  souls  ? 
What  the  serpent  got,  you  also  shall  get:  The 
curse  of  God.  "  Because  thou  hast  done  this,  thou 
art  cursed  among  all  cattle  and  beasts  of  the 
earth,  upon  thy  breast  thou  shaft  go,  and  earth 
thou  shalt  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life.  I  will 
put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman."  In 
other  words  :  God  would  rather  see  lions  and 
tigers  than  you.  You  shall  have  no  joy,  no 
pleasure  on  earth,  you  cannot  hope  for  heaven, 
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unless  you  repent  and  repair  the  injury  you 
have  done  to  others.  Even  the  Blessed  Virgin 
Mary,  the  Refuge  of  sinners,  is  averse  to  you, 
is  your  enemy.  Conclude  from  this,  how 
Christ,  her  Son  aud  your  Judge,  shall  receive 
you.  Ah  !  the  Good  Shepherd  has  sought  the 
stray  sheep  so  long,  rescued  it  out  of  the  jaws 
of  the  hellish  wolf,  -carrying  it  back  on  his 
bleeding  shoulders  over  hills  and  dales  to  his 
fold.  On  his  way  thither,  you  come  upon  him, 
tear  the  lamb  from  his  embrace,  and  cut  its 
throat!  What  grief,  what  anger,  must  seize 
upon  the  heart  of  the  Good  Shepherd !  Re- 
member, this  Good  Shepherd  shall,  one  day,  be 
your  Judge.  Yes,  a  severe  and  inexorable 
Judge. 

ill.   The  execution  of  the  punishment. 

The  murderer  of  Edward  has  been  found  at 
last !  The  wretched  young  man  did  not  hang 
himself;  but  has  been  hanged  by  some  one 
else.  Who  was  the  hangman  ?  The  devil.  Hear 
the  strange  news  that  has  just  arrived  !  From 
a  neighboring  city,  a  man  came  on  horseback, 
alighted  at  the  house  of  Edward's  parents, 
stepped  hurriedly  into  the  house,  called  for 
Edward's  father,  saying  that  he  was  sent  by  a 
certain  Religious,  and  asked  for  a  quick,  even 
if  only  a  verbal  answer  to  one  question  :  *'  Is 
Edward  dead  or  alive  ? "    The  father  wondered 
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how  the  news  of  his  son's  death  could  travel 
so  far  in  so  short  a  time.  He  opened  the  letter 
and  read  the  signature  :  "  P.  Placidus,  Exorcist.'' 
The  name  was  unknown  to  him  ;  he  quickly 
perused  the  contents  of  the  letter,  grew  pale", 
trembled,  and  fainted  away.  You  need  not 
wonder  at  that  for  what  he  read  was  horrible 
beyond  conception.  Listen  then  to  the  read- 
ing of  the  letter.  Edward  was  tempted  again 
on  that  fatal  day  to  repeat  his  usual  vice,  when 
he  was  alone.  He  had  hardly  consented  (hear 
and  tremble,  O  vicious,  impious  boys  and  girls, 
who  touch  yourselves  immodestly  and  commit 
self-abuse!  and  learn  how  uncertain  it  is 
which  sin  will  be  your  last !) — I  say,  he  had 
hardly  consented,  when  by  a  just  permission  of 
God,  the  devil  obtained  power  over  him.  Like 
a  cruel  hangman,  he  now  maltreated  his  victim, 
tortured  him,  threw  him  on  the  ground, 
choked  him,  and  finally  hanged  him  to  the 
bedpost.  Horrible  spectacle  !  But  this  is  not 
yet  the  end  of  the  story.  What  remains  is 
still  more  terrible.     What  is  it  then  ? 

Have  patience.  I  must  here  interrupt  my 
narrative,  not  because  I  am  moved  with  com- 
passion (for  the  poor  damned  Edward  deserves 
no  sympathy),  but  because  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  devil  acted  awk- 
wardly and  foolishly  by  executing  God's  judg- 
ment on   Edward,   secretly  and  between   four 
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walls.  He  should  have  dragged  him  out  of  the 
house  into  the  public  streets  of  the  city,  and 
with  the  ringing  of  all  the  bells  and  amid  a 
concourse  of  people,  should  have  strung  him 
iip  on  the  gallows,  that  the  wicked  world  might 
be  thoroughly  convinced  that  God  hates  im- 
purity in  every  shape  and  form — impurity,  I 
say,  which  the  world  regards  as  a  mere  human 
weakness,  eaily  forgiven  by  God.  O  shame- 
less word,  how  canst  thou  say  that  God  easily 
forgives  what  he  punishes  so  severely;  especi- 
ally this  sin,  the  sin  of  self-abuse,  which  is  so 
unnatural ! 

I  know  what  you  will  say  by  way  of  answer. 
You  say,  this  story  and  like  stories,  we  are  not 
bound  to  believe  them,  because  they  are  not 
contained  in  the  Bible.  My  answer  is  :  You  are 
not  bound  to  believe  them,  but  are  they  less  true 
on  that  account  ?  The  Bible  does  not  declare 
that  Alexander  the  Great  was  the  son  of 
Philip  of  Macedonia,  or  that  he  subjugated  all 
Persia;  that  George  Washington  and  his  co- 
patriots  achieved  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  from  the  British  rule,  but  is  it 
becoming  and  prudent  on  that  account  for  a 
man  to  say :  ''  I  do  not  believe  those  facts  \ " 
Is  nothing  worthy  of  being  believed  except 
what  we  are  bound  to  believe  ?  Must  we  then 
hold  only  divine  faith  and  renounce  all  human 
faith  ?     If  so,  you  are  not  bound  to  honor  your 
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parents,  because  it  is  not  written  in  the  Bible 
that  you  are  their  child  ;  you  must  trust  no 
priest,  because  faith  says  of  none  that  he  is 
lawfully  ordained  ;  nay,  you  must  not  receive 
any  Sacrament,  because  you  are  not  bound  to 
believe  that  you  are  rightly  baptized. 

But  what  is  the  use  of  arguing?  You  refer 
me  to  the  Bible.  Well,  then,  let  us  go  to  the 
Bible.  Come  with  me,  wicked  world,  look 
Mito  the  Bible,  and  see  how  easily  and  readily 
God  pardons  your  so-called  "  weakness."  You 
will  not  find  a  single  book  in  the  whole  Bible, 
which  is  not  filled  with  emphatic  passages 
against  impurity. 

In  the  book  of  Genesis^  it  is  recorded  that 
because  of  this  sin  the  whole  world  was  over- 
flowed by  a  general  deluge;  that  because  of  their 
lust  God  destroyed  the  cities  of  Sodom  and 
Gomorrha  with  all  their  inhabitants  by  fire  ;  that, 
in  the  city  of  Sichem,  all  the  citizens  perished 
by  the  sword  on  account  of  the  ravishment  of 
the  daughter  of  Jacob;  that  Her  and  Onan, 
two  sons  of  the  patriarch  Jude,  were  punished 
with  sudden  death  for  the  abuse  of  marriage. 

In  the  book  of  Numbers,  we  read  of  a  terri- 
ble plague  which  snatched  away  four  and 
twenty  thousand  Israelites  because  they  com- 
mitted fornication  with  the  daughters  of  Moab, 
whilst  the  princes  of  the  people  for  not  putting 
a  stop  to  such  an  abomination,  were  hung  upon 
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gibbets.  In  the  book  ol  Josue  we  read,  that  a 
whole  tribe,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men, 
was  extirpated  because  the  children  of  Benjamin 
would  not  surrender  for  punishment  certain 
malefactors  who  shamelessly  abused  a  strange 
woman  almost  to  death. 

In  the  book  oi  Judges,  we  read  how  the  strong 
Samson  was  deluded  by  the  woman  Dalila,  and 
on   that  account,   fell   into   the   hands   of    his 
.  enemies. 

In  the  book  of  Kings  we  read  how  two 
priests,  Ophni  and  Phinees,  on  account  of  im- 
purity, lost  their  lives  in  battle  near  the  ark  of 
the  covenant. 

David  himself  exhibits  to  us  his  sin  and  its 
punishment  in  his  book  of  Psalms ;  his  sons 
came  after  him,  and  on  account  of  their  de- 
baucheries, they  caused  their  father  much 
grief.  The  one  ravished  his  own  sister,  and 
was  killed  by  his  brother ;  the  other  from 
a  rake  became  a  rebel  against  his  own  father, 
and  lost  his  life  in  the  sedition  ;  the  third  from 
being  the  wisest  of  men  became  the  greatest 
slave  of  women,  lost  his  great  name,  his  riches, 
the  half  of  his  kingdom,  and  perhaps,  even  his 
own  soul. 

In  the  book  of  Daniel,  we  read  of  two  old 
shameless  judges  who  were  stoned  to  death  by 
the  people  for  giving  false  testimony  against 
Susanna. 
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In  the  book  oi  Judith,  we  read  of  Holof ernes, 
whom  his  love  and  passion  for  women  deprived 
of  victory  and  life. 

In  the  book  of  Tobias,  it  is  related  that  the 
devil  strangled  seven  lustful  men  successively 
at  the  side  of  the  pious  Sarah  ;  and  finally,  we 
know  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nineveh  that,  after 
having  done  penance  upon  the  preaching  of 
Jonas,  they  relapsed  into  their  former  sins  of 
impurity,  and  were  destroyed  with  fire  and 
sword,  and  their  city  leveled  to  the  ground. 

What  have  you  to  say  now  ?  Does  God  look 
upon  impurity  as  a  weakness  which  he  easily 
pardons?  What  God  has  punished  so  often,  so 
visibly,  so  terribly  in  the  Old  Law,  when 
human  weakness  was  not  supported  by  so 
many  graces  as  now,  can  surely  be  no  small  or 
easily-pardoned  sin  in  the  New  Law.  No,  no, 
the  Apostle  is  right :  "■  Be  not  deceived  ;  "  it  is 
certain  and  an  article  of  Faith,  that  "  neither 
fornicators,  nor  adulterers,  nor  the  effeminate 
shall  possess  the  kingdom  of  God."  They  are 
guilty  of  mortal  sin,  and  therefore  unworthy  of 
heaven,  into  which  nothing  that  is  defiled  can 
enter. 

After  this,  you  need  not  wonder  that  what 
God  has  so  often  punished  severely  among  the 
Jews,  and  what  he  so  forcibly  forbids  by  his, 
Church,  he,  now  and  then,  punishes  in  a  very 
extraordinary   and    shocking,  manner   for   the 
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edification  of  the  good  and  the  terror  of  the 
wicked,  as  he  did  with  the  unfortunate  Edward. 
All  that  I  have  related  of  the  cause  of  his 
death  was  revealed  by  a  person  possessed  of 
the  devil  at  the  very  time  when  Edward  was 
secretly  hanged,  in  a  neighboring  city.  Publicly, 
before  many  witnesses,  the  demoniac  related  the 
facts  to  the  Religious  P.  Placidus,  who  was 
exorcising  him,  together  with  Edward's  name, 
his  residence,  and  the  cause  and  manner  of  his 
death. 

Let  us  open  our  eyes  to  the  light  of  Faith, 
and  reflect  that  wherever  you  are  God  sees 
you.  Whenever  you  are  tempted  to  touch 
yourselves  or  others  immodestly,  recall  to  your 
memory  the  miserable  end  of  Edward  ;  and 
always  fear  lest  God  punish  you  by  a  sudden 
and  unprovided  death,  when  the  measure  of  your 
sins  is  full.  Never  do  when  you  are  alone 
what  you  would  be  ashamed  of  doing  in  the 
presence  of  others.  From  this  moment,  abandon 
a  vice  which  is  the  destroyer  of  the  health  of 
the  body  here,  and  what  is  still  worse,  the 
destruction  of  body  and  soul  forever  in  hell- 
fire. 
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THE  PRUDENT  PHYSICIAN. 
Lesson  :  Necessity  of  the  Sacrament  of  Penance. 

To  my  hearing  thou  shalt  give  joy  and  gladness  ;  and  the 
bones  that  have  been  humbled  shall  rejoice.     Ps.  50  :  10. 

Although,  in  my  last  discourse,  I  explained  at 
length  how  great  and  liberal  is  the  mercy  of  God 
in  the  holy  Sacrament  of  Penance — great  in  the 
forgiveness  of  sins,  no  matter  how  grievous  and 
numerous  they  may  be  ;  liberal  in  the  bestowal 
of  those  graces  which  are  necessary  for  the 
amendment  of  life  and  the  attaining  of  our  last 
end  ;  it  appears  to  me,  that  whatever  preachers 
may  say  of  the  utility  of  the  Sacrament  of  Pen- 
ance, does  not  suffice  to  move  some  people  to 
frequently  take  this  life-preserving  medicine. 
I  cannot,  and  do  not,  say  that  to  confess  all  our 
sins  to  a  man  is  not  painful  to  flesh  and  blood. 
It  is  medicine,  and  consequently  a  little  bitter,  a 
little  hard  to  take.  But  it  is  not  true  that  it  is 
as  great  a  trouble  to  take  it  as  some  imagine. 
The  joy  of  the  heart  which  follows  confession,  is 
far  greater  than  the  bitterness  of  all  its  com- 
bined difficulties  can  be.  Sometimes,  children 
when  hunting  for  walnuts,  bite  into  the  green 
rind,  and  finding  it  very  bitter,  throw  it  away. 
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To-day,  I  will  set  before  you  not  the  rind  but 
the  kernel  of  this  precioHS  nut.  If  you  taste  it 
with  prudence,  you  will  hear  a  voice  saying  to 
your  inmost  soul:  *' Confess  your  sins  fre- 
quently, receive  the  Sacrament  of  Penance 
worthily  ;  and  your  bones,  that  have  been  bent 
double  under  the  heavy  burden  of  sin,  shall  be 
made  erect ;  and  all  your  lost  joy  and  gladness 
will  be  restored  to  you.  This  is  the  blessed 
effect  of  a  good  confession — in  restoring  to  the 
sinner  the  friendship  of  God,  it  fills  his  heart 
with  unspeakable  consolation  and  exquisite  joy. 
A  certain  young  nobleman,  whom  we  will  call 
Lambert,  experienced  this.  Overcome  by  vio- 
lent passion,  he  had  fallen  into  such  an  abom- 
inable vice,  that  its  very  remembrance  tor- 
mented his  conscience  night  and  day.  To  put 
a  stop  to  this  interior  pain,  he  resolved  to  de- 
stroy his  life,  not  reflecting  that  such  an  act,  far 
from  remedying  the  evil,  would  but  prolong  it 
for  all  eternity.  How  little  we  know  of  the 
hidden  troubles  of  others !  Every  one  con- 
sidered this  man  happy.  Naturally,  he  did  not 
make  known  his  secret  to  others,  but  could  only 
alleviate  his  oppressed  heart  by  heavy  sighs  at 
night,  in  the  privacy  of  his  own  room.  I  cannot 
better  illustrate  to  you  the  state  of  this  young 
nobleman's  soul,  than  by  telling  you  the  story 
of  what  occurred  once  to  a  certain  merchant  in 
the  castle  of  another  worthy  nobleman. 
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This  merchant  in  journeying,  one  day, 
through  a  forest,  lost  his  way.  He  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to.  come  upon  some  men  in  the 
dress  of  servants,  of  whom  he  inquired  the  right 
road  to  the  next  town,  and  where  he  could  put 
up  for  the  night,  for  it  was  very  near  sundown. 
They  told  him  that  not  far  from  there,  behind 
the  mountain,  there  was  a  village  in  which  stood 
the  castle  of  their  lord ;  and  all  that  he  had  to 
do  was  to  follow  them  and  they  would  guide  him 
to  the  spot.  They  soon  came  in  sight  of  the 
castle,  a  magnificent  building,  which  looked 
more  like  the  palace  of  a  king,  than  the  mansion 
of  a  nobleman.  This  excited  the  merchant's 
curiosity,  and  he  wished  to  hear  more  of  the 
inmates  of  the  castle  ;  whereupon,  the  servants 
described  to  him  their  master's  nobility,  his 
riches  and  glory,  in  such  lively  colors,  that  he 
pronounced  him  thrice  happy,  very  much  in  the 
same  way  that  the  Queen  of  Sheba  once  praised 
Solomon.  Having  reached  the  village,  the 
merchant  went  to  the  hotel  which  had  been 
recommended  to  him  by  the  servants  ;  while 
the  latter  returning  to  the  castle,  related  to 
their  master  all  they  had  heard  and  seen.  The 
nobleman,  overjoyed  and  flattered  by  the 
stranger's  praise,  went  at  once  to  the  hotel,  and 
seeking  the  merchant,  welcomed  him  and  in- 
vited him  to  come  to  the  castle,  that  he  might 
see  and   enjoy  his   splendors   as   much   as   he 
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pleased.  Accepting  the  nobleman's  invitation, 
they  both  walked  to  the  castle,  where  the  lady 
of  the  house  received  the  strange  guest  with  the 
greatest  politeness.  Everything  and  every- 
body is  at  his  service,  all  the  beautiful  rooms  of 
the  palace,  all  the  jewels  and  rich  furniture  are 
shown  to  him.  The  good  merchant  admires 
all  these  things ;  he  is  at  a  loss  for  words  to 
sufficiently  praise  the  architecture,  the  costly 
adornments,  the  picture  gallery,  the  magnifi- 
cent garden.  In  short,  he  is  amazed  at  every- 
thing he  lays  his  eyes  on,  for  he  had  never  be- 
fore seen  such  grandeur  and  splendor.  In  the 
meantime,  it  is  getting  on  to  supper  time.  The 
merchant  is  well  entertained,  a  lively  conver- 
sation is  carried  on  between  himself,  his  host 
and  hostess.  They  drink  the  best  of  wines,  and 
all  are  in  splendid  humor  for  an  hour  or  more 
till,  near  the  end  of  the  banquet,  a  covered  dish 
is  set  upon  the  table.  The  nobleman  lifts  up 
the  cover ;  but  look  !  what  is  this  lying  on  the 
dish  ?  The'  ghastly  embalmed  head  of  a  man  ? 
What  a  horror !  Not  another  word  is  spoken  ; 
the  lady  of  the  house  turned  deadly  pale  :  they 
all  rise  up  from  the  table,  and  the  merchant 
without  any  formality  is  conducted  to  his  bed- 
room. When  he  was  alone  he  gave  way  to 
conjectures  and  imaginings  of  all  kinds  ;  and  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  he  had  been  en- 
ticed into  a  den  of  highway  robbers.   He  locked 
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the  door  of  his  room,  barricaded  it  with  the 
furniture,  and  spent  a  sleepless  night  in  fear  and 
trembling,  expecting  every  moment  that  he 
would  have  to  fight  for  his  money  and  his  life. 
At  last,  the  long-wished  for  morning  came, 
when  one  of  the  servants  of  the  nobleman  told 
him  privately  that  the  lady  of  the  house  had 
been  unfaithful  to  her  lord,  and  that  the  man's 
head  he  had  seen  on  the  dish  overnight,  was  the 
head  of  the  adulterer  which  the  nobleman  had 
cut  off,  and  which  he  set  before  the  eyes  of  his 
wife,  after  every  meal,  as  a  remembrance  and 
punishment  of  her  sin  !  At  the  same  time  the 
servant  gave  him  to  understand,  that  all  that 
glitters  is  not  gold  ;  that  very  often  we  deceive 
ourselves  by  outward  appearances,  and  that, 
behind  an  outward  show  of  happiness,  the 
greatest  misery  is  frequently  hidden.  With  this 
lesson  he  was  dismissed. 

In  this  castle  you  have  a  striking  picture 
of  the  heart  that  is  buried  in  sin.  There  is  no 
peace  to  the  wicked.  God  says  it  is  impossible 
for  the  sinner  to  be  happy.  In  the  midst  of  all 
imaginable  possessions,  the  riches,  treasures, 
and  joys  of  this  world,  seated  at  a  splendid  ban- 
quet you  have  seen  that  the  heart  of  the  richly 
attired  lady  was  bleeding  with  shame  and  con- 
fusion ;  that  of  the  nobleman  burning  with 
anger,  hatred  and  thirst  for  revenge,  whilst  the 
poor  merchant,  the  innocent  spectator  of  their 
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misery,  trembled  with  fear  and  anguish.  All 
these  violent  emotions  you  find  in  the  heart  of 
the  sinner.  It  is  like  a  raging-  sea,  one  wave 
fiercely  strikes  the  other ;  and  in  the  gloomy 
darkness  and  confusion,  there  is  no  end  of 
storms. 

Such  was  the  state  of  mind  of  the  young 
nobleman,  Lambert.  Thinking  of  the  past,  he 
is  ashamed  of  himself;  considering  his  present 
condition,  and  especially,  that  he  is  God's 
enemy,  he  is  sad,  melancholy  and  displeased 
with  himself  ;  and  when  he  thinks  of  the  future, 
he  trembles  like  an  aspen  leaf.  Thus,  it  is  true, 
that  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,  and  that 
their  hearts  are  like  a  raging  sea. 

The  sinner  imagines  that  he  loves  himself ; 
but  it  is  not  true  ;  he  hates  himself.  It  would 
have  been  an  easy  matter  to  relieve  Lambert,  if 
he  would  only  have  consented  to  go  to  confes- 
sion. But  he  would  not  hear  of  it.  To  con- 
fess such  an  abominable  sin  seemed  to  him 
harder  than  death,  more  terrible  than  hell  itself. 
Singular,  indeed.  To  confess  secretly,  with  a 
full  assurance  of  forgiveness,  to  a  man  who  has 
sworn  never  to  betray  your  confidence — should 
this  be  so  difficult  a  task  ?  But  what  does  fear 
or  shame  or  self-conceit  not  do  ?  Out  of  a 
shadow  it  makes  a  ghost.  My  brethren,  let  us 
not  be  children.  Let  us  draw  the  mask  from 
the  monster,  and   not  consider  what  fear  or 
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shame  or  self-conceit  say,  but  what  reason  says, 
of  confession.  If  it  is  difficult  to  confess,  where 
does  the  difficulty  lie  ?  Is  it  on  the  side  of  the 
sin  which  is  to  be  confessed,  on  the  side  of  the 
sinner  who  is  to  confess,  or  on  the  side  of  the 
confessor  to  whom  the  confession  is  to  be  made? 
Let  us  consider  these  questions,  and  you  will 
find  that  the  difficulty  is  only  imaginary.  Con- 
cerning your  own  person,  I  ask:  Who  are  you? 
Whoever  you  are,  you  are  human.  Is  it  very 
difficult  for  you  to  acknowledge  that  you  are 
human?  You  say:  No.  Why  then  should  it 
be  difficult  for  you  to  acknowledge  that  you 
are  a  sinner?  You  reply;  To  confess,  in 
general,  in  the  Protestant  fashion,  would  not  be 
difficult  at  all,  but  to  confess  that  one  has 
sinned  in  such  and  such  a  manner,  that  he  has 
committed  this  or  that  particular  sin,  that  is 
difficult.  Very  well,  then ;  the  difficulty 
is  not  on  your  side  who  are  to  confess, 
but  on  the  side  of  the  sin  which  is  to  be 
confessed.  Answer  me  this  :  Is  it  hard  for  you 
to  confess  even  your  most  shameful  sin  to  God 
before  a  crucifix,  to  God,  who  knows  all  before 
you  open  you  mouth  in  confession  ?  *'  That 
would  be  easy,"  you  will  say.  The  difficulty, 
then,  is  not  on  the  side  of  the  sin,  either.  Ah, 
I  understand  you  now  !  The  difficulty  is  on 
the  side  of  him  who  hears  your  confession ! 
Imagine  your  confessor  to  be  a  block  of  stone 
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or  a  wooden  statue.  I  assure  you,  he  fs  as 
safe  and  silent  as  an  object  made  of  wood  or 
stone.  But  he  may  think.  Let  him  think  what 
he  likes.  If  he  is  prudent,  he  will  think 
prudently  ;  he  will  esteem  you  all  the  more  for 
your  candor  and  sincerity,  and  will  thank  God 
heartily  that  you  have  had  the  courage  to 
confess. 

But  you  may  tell  Lambert  what  you  like  ; 
you  cannot  persuade  him  to  relieve  his  mind 
by  confession.  He  is  resolved  rather  to  put  an 
end  to  his  miserable  existence,  than  to  go  to 
confession.  He  gets  into  his  carriage  and 
drives  to  his  country-seat,  in  order  to  execute 
his  wicked  design  of  suicide.  But  is  this  a 
prudent  design  for  such  an  intelligent,  and  (in 
all  other  respects)  such  a  wise  and  circumspect 
man?  No.  But  what  else  will  he,  or  can  he, 
do?  The  torture  of  his  conscience  is  too 
severe  and  prolonged.  Confess  he  will  not,  on 
any  condition,  or  under  any  circumstances; 
and  he  knows  of  no  other  means  to  stop  his  in- 
ward remorse. 

He  had  heard  once,  that  one  is  not  bound  to 
confess  a  sin  if  it  is  forgotten ;  and  he  tries  his 
best  to  forget  his  abominable  sin — but  all  in 
vain.  What  God  had  foretold  to  Cain,  Lambert 
has  also  experienced :  If  thou  do  ill,  sin  shall 
forthwith  be  present  at  the  door.  As  soon  as  he 
had   sinned,    memory    pursued    him    like   the 


LECTURE    5.  j() 

blood-thirsty  hound  who  by  his  barking  perse- 
cutes the  deer  until  he  overtakes  it.  Lambert 
has  tried  everything  to  get  rid  of  the  barking 
of  his  conscience.  He  has  given  full  scope  to 
his  passions,  he  has  stopped  at  no  guilty  pleas- 
ure, heaping  sin  upon  sin  in  order  to  bury  the 
old  sin  among  a  crowd  of  fresh  ones,  and  so, 
banish  it  from  his  memory.  But  in  vain.  He 
traveled  to  foreign  lands,  to  see  and  to  hear  the 
wonderful  things  of  the  world.  After  that,  he 
began  to  study  mathematics  with  the  greatest 
earnestness  and  application,  because  that  science 
requires  the  whole  attention  of  man,  and  makes 
him  almost  forget  himself.  In  vain ;  as  often 
as  he  turned  away  from  his  desk,  the  horrible 
figure  of  that  past  sin  stood  before  him,  saying: 
"  God  is  thy  enemy !  "  Finally,  he  heard  it 
said,  that  an  act  of  perfect  contrition  will  blot 
.out  sin  even  without  confession,  which  is  true, 
but  only  in  case  one  has  the  desire,  but  not  the 
opportunit}^  to  confess,  and  is  really  resolved 
to  confess  those  sins  .for  which  he  made  an 
act  of  contrition  as  soon  as  he  can.  Lastly,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  performance  of  good 
works,  gave  alms,  slept  on  hard  boards,  chas- 
tised his  body  in  order  to  excite  himself  to 
perfect  contrition,  and  to  give  rest  to  his  con- 
science. But  all  in  vain.  Even  whilst  he 
prays,  his  conscience  cries  out :  '*'  Lambert, 
God  is  thy  enemy  !  God  is  thy  enemy !  "  What 
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shall  he  do  now  ?  If  he  does  not  go  to  con- 
fession, I  do  not  know  what  to  advise  him  to 
do.  He  has  already  tried  everything  else.  But, 
strange  to  say — he  has  now  found  a  priest  who 
offers  to  help  him  without  confession  !  If  that 
be  the  case,  he  must  have  fallen  in  with  Protest- 
ants. But  this  is  not  the  case.  Hear  how  it 
came  about.  On  his  way  to  his  country-seat, 
he  met  a  Catholic  priest  traveling  in  disguise. 
Lambert,  not  recognizing  him  as  a  priest,  invited 
him  to  get  into  the  carriage,  and  ride  with  him. 
They  talked  on  different  topics,  and  finally, 
they  came  to  speak  of  confession.  When  the 
priest  began  to  speak  of  it,  the  nobleman  could 
not  conceal  his  indignation,  saying  :  "  Father, 
how  do  you  know  me  !  "  The  priest  replied  : 
"  I  have  never  had  the  honor  of  speaking  to 
your  lordship  before  ;  but  it  is  a  habit  of  mine 
on  every  occasion  to  mix  something  spiritual 
with  my  conversation ;  "  and  then  he  added 
that  he  was  at  Lambert's  service  if  he  could  be 
of  any  use  to  him.  This  was  plain  language. 
And  he  was  right  in  using  it ;  for,  when  there 
is  question  of  a  soul,  a  priest  needs  no  long  pre- 
liminaries ;  otherwise,  the  opportunity  of  salva- 
tion might  pass  unprofitably.  Much  less  is  that 
confessor  to  be  praised,  who  is  what  is  called 
worldly-wise  and  diplomatic,  and  who  Avith 
sweet  and  flattering  words  tickles  the  ears  of 
his  penitent,  in  order  not  to  wound  him.     If  he 
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does  that,  he  is  the  blind  leading  the  blind  ;  and 
both  shall  fall  into  the  ditch  together.  Lambert 
was  ready  with  his  reply.  "  Father,  I  really 
am  in  need  of  your  help,  provided  you 
can  help  me  without  confession.  If  you 
cannot  do  this,  all  your  labor  and  trouble  will 
be  useless  !" 

Now,  what  do  you  think  of  the  strange  con- 
duct of  that  priest,  when,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, he  makes  answer  :  "  Why  not,  your  lord- 
ship ?  Have  confidence.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
help  3^ou  without  confession  !'* 

Who  is  this  priest  ?  He  must  be  a  heretic, 
for  if  he  were  not,  he  could  not  speak  thus. 
That  sins,  committed  after  Baptism,  can  be  for- 
given without  confession,  is  a  heresy.  The 
Bible,  as  well  as  tradition,  teaches  this;  and 
confession  has  been  practised  from  the  begin- 
ning of  Christianity,  and  is  daily  practised  in 
the  Catholic  Church.  Reason  itself  shows  that 
the  devil  could  not  have  introduced  confession. 
Men  would  not  have  suffered  such  a  heavy  bur- 
den to  be  laid  on  them,  had  not  God  instituted 
it.  But  be  not  concerned  about  this  priest  in 
Lambert's  carriage ;  he  is  a  pious,  prudent  and 
very  learned  man ;  arid  he  knows  what  he  says. 
Hear  what  pious  fraud  he  had  recourse  to,  in 
order  to  gain  that  soul.  Having  arrived  at  the 
country-seat,  they  spent  a  pleasant  evening 
together ;  but,  before  retiring  for  the  night,  the 
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priest  wished  the  nobleman  good-night  and 
happy  dreams.  The  following  morning,  he 
gave  him  a  few  points  to  meditate  on,  in  order 
to  excite  in  his  heart  great  confidence  in  God. 
After  that,  he  gave  him  the  table  of  sins,  to 
read  over  and  examine  his  conscience,  not  to 
prepare  himself  for  confession,  but  to  accuse  him- 
self before  God  of  each  of  his  sins  in  particular, 
which  the  noblemen  promised  to  do.  After 
that,  they  took  a  walk  into  the  garden,  where  he 
told  him,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  be  sorry  for  one's  sins,  not  only  in 
general,  but  also,  for  each  sin  in  particular.  The 
priest  then  asked  his  permission  (for  fear  his 
host  might  omit  something)  to  go  over  the 
commandments,  and  explain  to  him,  how  one 
can,  and' does,  sin  against  each  one  of  them.  The 
nobleman  raised  no  objection  to  this,  for  he  was 
full  of  sorrow  for  his  sins.  The  priest  begins : 
**  Against  the  first  commandment,  one  may  sin 
in  such  and  such  a  way  !" — mentioning  at  each 
commandment  only  the  grievous  sins  against  it, 
until  finally  he  comes  to  that  sin  which  Lambert 
was  ashamed  of  confessing,  and  which  probably 
was  the  sin  of  incest.  The  priest  had  scarcely 
mentioned  this  sin,  when  the  nobleman  ex- 
claimed: ''That  is  that  cursed  sin  which  I 
have  committed  and  which  I  can  never  resolve 
to  confess  !"  The  priest  replied  :  ''  But  you 
have  just  confessed  it !     Of  course  this  is  not  an 
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ordinary  confession,  but  it  sufficed.  There  re- 
mains only  that  you  confess  to  me  the  balance 
of  your  sins,  which  now  it  cannot  be  difficult  for 
you  to  do !"  Who  was  more  overjoyed  than 
Lambert!  He  returns  thanks  to  the  priest 
with  tears  of  joy,  he  feels  that  a  heavy  load  is 
taken  away  from  his  heart.  He  deems  himself 
more  happy  in  having  met  that  priest,  than  in 
having  gained  the  whole  world. 

If  you  think  it  is  hard  to  confess  your  sins, 
do  not  think  of  the  confession  itself,  but  of  what 
follows  it, — great  interior  consolation  and  joy. 
Come,  then,  during  this  Easter-time,  and  con- 
fess your  sins,  but  come  with  true  contrition 
and  a  firm  purpose  of  amendment.  Enter  the 
confessional,  the  tribunal  of  Penance,  and  there, 
lay  open  the  state  of  your  soul  to  God  before 
his  representative,  with  the  proper  dispositions, 
and  you  may  be  sure  that  you  will  find  rest 
for  your  souls. 


LENTEN    LECTURES. 

No.  6. 

A  PANACEA  :— OR  UNIVERSAL  REMEDY; 
Lesson  :  The  efficacy  of  the  Sacrament  of  Penance. 

Thou  shalt  sprinkle  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  be 
cleansed;  thou  shalt  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  made 
whiterthan  snow.     Ps.  50  :  8. 

Hyssop  is  a  certain  mountain  herb,  which  the 
Israelites  gathered  and  bound  into  bunches, 
and,  having  dipped  it  into  blessed  water, 
sprinkled  the  lepers  with  it.  That  was  a  figure 
or  symbol  of  the  two  Sacraments,  Baptism  and 
Penance,  by  which  the  leprosy  of  the  soul,  that 
is,  sin,  is  banished.  In  my  text,  as  you  see, 
David  bases  his  hope  of  forgiveness  upon  the 
belief  of  the  Redeemer  to  come,  and  particularly 
on  Christ's  sufferings  and  death  on  the  cross, 
and  the  efficacy  of  his  precious  blood,  which  is 
applied  to  the  soul  in  these  two  Sacraments. 
Though  David  could  not  receive  them  in 
reality,  he  entertained  the  hope  that,  by  receiv- 
ing them  in  desire,  he  would  come  forth  from 
this  laver  whiter  than  snow.  These  two  Sacra- 
ments are  absolutely  necessary  to  salvation,  and 
we  have  the  good  fortune  to  possess  them  in 
our  Church.  "  He  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 
tized  shall   be   saved,"  says  the  word "Of  God  : 
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*'  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  condemned." 
And  again :  "  Unless  a  man  be  born  again  of 
water  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven."  Penance  is  as 
necessary  for  him  who,  after  Baptism,  has  the 
misfortune  to  fall  into  mortal  sin,  as  Baptism  is 
for  him  who  has  not  yet  been  baptized.  We, 
my  brethren,  are  happier  than  David,  for-  what 
he  received  only  in  desire,  we  can  receive  in 
reality  as  often  as  we  please.  And  yet  many, 
who  highly  esteem  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism, 
think  but  little  of  the  great  Sacrament  of  Pe- 
nance. The  consequence  is  that,  if  they  do  not 
receive  it  sacrilegiously,  they  receive  it  but 
seldom,  and  with  little  fruit  and  benefit  to  their 
souls.  How  is  this  evil  to  be  remedied.^  I 
know  of  no  better  means  than  by  giving  them 
proofs  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  not  only  great, 
but  shows  itself  also  most  liberal  and  generous 
in  this  Sacrament ;  great,  in  the  forgiveness  of 
the  greatest  sins,  and  liberal  in  the  bestowal  of 
the  most  efficacious  graces,  as  you  will  learn 
from  a  very  consoling  story  which  I  will  tell 
you  this  evening  for  our  mutual  edification. 

In  the  city  of  Salamanca,  Spain,  there  lived 
at  one  time,  a  merchant,  named  Ramirez,  who 
for  many  years  enjoyed  a  good  name  and  repu- 
tation. But,  having  grown  passionately  fond 
of  gambling,  his  credit  had  sunk  more  and  more 
every  day ;  and  finally,  he  had  become  so  re- 
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duced  that  he  had  to  make  his  living  by  a  small 
insignificant  grocery.  If  he  had  a  wife  and 
children,  I  can  not  help  but  pity  those  poor 
creatures.  Good  women  and  innocent  children 
only  too  often  must  suffer  from  the  imprudence 
and  dissipation  of  their  husbands  and  fathers. 
Young  ladies,  be  prudent  and  circumspect  when 
you  contemplate  marriage  ;  do  not  engage  your- 
selves blindly  to  the  first  one  who  presents  him- 
self to  you,  asking  you  to  give  him  your  hand 
and  heart.  Be  not  deceived  by  fair  promises. 
Act  the  part  of  the  detective.  Inquire  diligently 
into  the  works  and  the  conduct  of  your  suitor, 
especially  inquire  into  these  three  things  :  Is  he 
a  fornicator y  a  drunkard,  or  a  gambler  ?  If  he  be 
guilty  of  one,  or  all,  of  these  vices,  for  God's 
sake  !  do  not  take  him  for  your  husband  ;  or,  if 
you  do,  do  not  expect  a  happy  marriage.  Above 
all,  never  marry  a  young  man  who  is  given  to 
the  devil  of  drink,  and  do  not  tell  me,  that  he 
has  promised  you  amendment.  Do  not  believe 
his  word,  nor  even  his  oath.  If  you  will  let  me 
prophesy — I  will  foretell  to  you  that,  with  a 
drunkard  for  your  husband,  you  will  have  fight- 
ing and  quarreling  every  day  ;  and  that  as  soon 
as  the  honeymoon  is  over,  you  will  have  to 
suffer  hunger.  With  such  a  one,  you  will  have 
a  hell  on  earth,  and  probably,  a  hell  in  the  world 
to  come.  Hence,  once  more,  young  ladies,  never 
marry  a  man  who  is  fond  of  drinking,  and  who, 
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Spends  his  time,  for  the  greater  part,  in  saloons. 
If  you  act  against  this  advice,   you  will  regret 
it  a  hundred,  yes,  a  thousand  times,  and  no  one 
will  pity  you ;   for  every  one  will  say  :  *'  She 
well  deserves  her  lot.     She  would  not  take  ad- 
vice !  "     If  you  do  not  believe  me,  ask  married 
women    who    have    drunkards  for   husbands. 
There  are  only  too  many  women  in  the  world, 
who,  together  with  their  poor  children,  have 
sensibly  enough  experienced  what  I  am  saying. 
Perhaps,  there  are  some  women  here  this    eve- 
ning who   are   heart-broken,   and    whose  eyes 
already  begin  to  overflow  with  tears,  although 
1  have  scarcely  commenced  to  speak  of  bad, 
reckless,  drunken  husbands.     If   one   of   these 
afflicted  women  were  standing  here  in  my  place 
she  would  not  get  half  through  to-day  with  the 
recital  of  what  she  has  had  to  suffer.      And  we 
may  well  believe  her  story ;    for   I  judge  that 
her  misery  is  a  great  deal  worse  than  she  is  able 
to  tell.   What,  indeed,  can  she  do  ?     If  she  keeps 
silent,  it  will  not  be  long  before  nothing  is  left 
in  the  house.     If  she  remonstrates  and  upbraids 
her  husband,  like  a  wild,  savage  beast,  he  be- 
gins to  maltreat  and  abuse  her,  to  curse   and 
blaspheme,  and  even  to  strike  her  whom  he  has 
solemnly  promised  at  the  altar  of  God  to  cherish, 
to  nourish,  to  love  and  to  protect.      For  these 
crimes,  fornication,  drunkenness,  and  gambling, 
go  hand  in  hand  with  anger;  and  whosoever 
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dares  to  resist  such  miscreants  must  learn  to 
drink  poison.  This  poison,  however,  will  do  no 
harm  to  the  priests  of  God  ;  for  if  they  drink 
anything  deadly,  it  will  not  injure  them.  This 
is  Christ's  promise  to  his  Apostles  and  their 
successors.  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  such 
husbands  a  severe  rebuke,  though,  perhaps,  I 
thereby  provoke  their  anger  against  me.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  I  beseech  them,  with  a  heart 
that  takes  the  greatest  interest  in  their  temporal 
and  eternal  welfare,  to  reflect  and  meditate,  if 
only  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  each  day,  upon 
what  a  husband  owes  to  his  family  ;  namely  : 
love  to  his  wife,  a  good  education  to  his  child, 
and  a  decent  support  to  botho  Now,  a  fornica- 
tor (or,  rather,  adulterer),  a  drunkard,  a  gam- 
bler is  incapable  of  doing  these  things.  This 
daily  meditation,  though  short,  should  suffice  to 
bring  a  rational  being  to  his  senses.  Drunkards 
shall  not  possess  the  kingdom  of  God.  Women, 
if  you  have  married  a  man  who,  through  his  own 
fault,  has  no  more  reason  than  a  horse  or  a  mule, 
woe  to  you.  I  really  pity  you,  but  I  cannot 
help  you.  To  preach  to  drunkards,  I  fear,  is 
lost  time. 

But  to  return  to  our  Spanish  merchant,  Ra- 
mirez. It  might  have  been  a  good  thing,  if 
either  he  had  never  married  or  that  he  had 
been  a  widower  when  he  fell  into  evil  courses. 
But   it   was  very  unchristianlike  of   him,    after 
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having  lost  everything  by  gambling,  to  let  loose 
the  reins  of  his  anger  against  God.  He  con- 
ceived such  a  hatred  againstGod  that  he  resolved 
to  avail  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  sin, 
so  that  he  might  be  able  to  spite  God.  What 
malice !  To  commit  all  possible  sins,  if  not  in 
reality,  at  least,  in  desire.  You  are  startled  at 
such  impiety.  But  wait  1  I  have  not  yet  told 
you  all ;  there  is  worse  to  come.  Be  astonished 
at  the  ingenuity  of  malice.  He  was  a  man  of 
but  little  learning  ;  he  did  not  know  all  the  sins 
by  which  the  Commandments  can  be  violated, 
and  God  offended  (as  it  is  the  duty  of  confessors 
to  know).  What  does  he  do  ?  He  buys  a  book, 
in  which  all  kinds  of  sin  are  explained.  He 
reads  it  over,  and  whatever  sin  appears  new  to 
him,  he  commits  it,  either  in  reality  or  in  desire. 
Thus,  he  wallows  in  sins,  vices  and  crimes  for 
many  years,  with  shameless  malice,  without 
thinking  of  confession,  and  with  the  diabolical 
intention  of  insulting  God.  Could  there  be  a  man 
more  wicked  than  Ramirez?  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  one  here  present,  who  has  done  the 
like,  or  even  thought  of  doing  it.  What  was 
the  cause  of  his  impiety  ?  Gambling,  the  ac- 
cursed sin  of  gambling.  How  many  sins  have 
already  arisen  from  it !  Is  gambling,  then,  such 
a  great  sin  ?  Not  in  itself,  but  on  account  of 
the  circumstances  attending  it,  it  frequently  be- 
comes, a  grave  sin,    and   the   source   of   mafiy 
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other  sins.  Professional  gamblers  are  capable 
of  doing  anything,  even  willful  murder  and 
suicide. 

But  our  man  Ramirez  is  thinking  of  going  to 
confession.  Is  it  really  so?  Yes,  he  is  prepar- 
ing for  it.  What !  Ramirez  going  to  confession  ? 
For  God's  sake,  what  has  moved  him  to  go  to 
confession?  A  great  calamity  has  probably 
befallen  him,  and  opened  his  eyes?  No,  he  is 
not  changed.  Perhaps,  he  went  to  church  and 
heard  a  sermon  that  touched  his  heart,  or  he 
read  a  spiritual  book,  which  caused  a  change  in 
him.  A  sermon?  A  spiritual  book ?  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  What  then  ?  I  assure  you,  if  you 
were  to  reflect  for  days,  you  would  not  guess 
the  reason  for  his  going  to  confession.  I  will 
tell  you.  After  having  lived  so  many  years 
without  confession,  he  remembers  that,  among 
all  his  other  grievous  sins,  he  had  not 
committed,  the  most  grievous  of  all,  namely, 
the  abuse  of  the  holy  Sacraments  !  He 
is  angry  with  himself,  and  resolves  to  go  at 
once  to  confession,  not  to  receive  this  Sacra- 
ment worthily,  but  to  abuse  it ;  to  tell  a  lie  to 
his  confessor,  to  profane  the  Sacraments  of 
Penance  and  the  Holy  Eucharist.  Pious  Chris- 
tians, can  you  help  crying  out  with  the 
Apostles  :  "  Shall  we  not  call  down  fire  from 
Heaven  upon  this  most  wicked  of  all  frivolous 
men  ! "     I  praise  your  zeal,  for  it  is  a  horrible 
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crime  to  abuse  that  Sacrament  (to  which  Christ, 
by  his  precious  blood,  has  given  the  miraculous 
power  of  healing  all  the  diseases  of  the  soul),  to 
shamelessly  profane  it  to  the  great  insult  and 
dishonor  of  God.  Oh,  I  beg  of  you,  my  dear 
brethren,  if  you  have  not  the  courage  to  confess 
properly,  do  not  confess  at  all !  It  is  better  to 
stay  from  confession  altogether,  than  not  to 
confess  in  the  right  manner ;  it  is  better  never 
to  receive  the  Holy  Communion  than  to  re- 
ceive it  unworthily.  For  an  unworthy  recep- 
tion of  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  changes  this 
Sacrament  from  a  sentence  of  absolution  into  a 
sentence  of  condemnation. 

Really,  God  has  approved  of  your  zeal ;  he 
has  heard  your  prayer ;  for  behold !  fire  really 
came  down  from  Heaven  and  consumed 
Ramirez,  or,  to  speak  more  plainly,  Ramirez  is 
burning  like  the  thorn-bush  which  Moses  be- 
held, and  which  burned  without  being  con- 
sumed. What  wonderful  thing  has  happened  ? 
By  a  special  providence  of  God,  Ramirez  met 
with  a  confessor  who  was  in  no  hurry  with 
him,  but  took  his  time.  It  was  also  a  very 
fortunate  thing,  that  he  went  to  confession 
when,  there  being  no  great  throng  of  penitents, 
there  was  no  obstacle  to  the  priest's  keeping 
him  a  little  longer.  After  having  mentioned  a 
few  horrible  crimes  with  a  boldness  and  cold- 
ness as  if  he  were  relating  a  story,  the  prudent 
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confessor  thought  within  himself  that  the  state 
of  his  penitent's  conscience  was  a  great  deal 
worse  than  he  was  aware  of.  Therefore,  he 
began  to  question  and  to  cross-question  him. 
This  was  what  Ramirez  had  not  expected.  He 
became  confused,  forgot  himself,  and  only  half 
answered  the  confessor's  questions.  This  con- 
firmed the  priest's  suspicion,  that  he  was  not 
candid  and  sincere.  Now,  he  begins  to  speak 
more  earnestly  to  him,  explaining  to  him  how 
infinitely  great  the  mercy  of  God  is,  especially 
in  the  Sacrament  of  Penance.  "  My  friend," 
said  he  :  ''I  fear  you  are  concealing  something 
in  confession  from  me.  But  know  that  I  am 
sitting  here  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  to  re- 
ceive all  sinners,  who  wish  to  return  to  him 
from  their  evil  ways,  and  be  converted.  With 
what  love  he  would  receive  you  if  he  were  here 
in  his  own  person  !  And  what  Christ  would 
do  to  you,  you  may  learn  from  what  he  has 
done.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  would  suffer 
himself  to  be  crucified  again  for  your  salvation, 
so  good  and  gracious  is  he.  Nay,  if  you  had 
all  the  sins  of  the  world  laid,  upon  you,  you 
might  still  hope  in  him,  for  no  matter  how 
great  your  sins  may  be,  the  mercy  of  God  is 
greater.  He  is  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.  He  came  to  seek 
and  to  save  that  which  is  lost ! " 
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Ramirez  listens  to  all  that  priest  says,  like  a 
statue,  without  being  moved.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  understands  what  is  said,  or 
whether  he  is  mocking-  the  priest.  But  the 
good  confessor  is  not  satisfied  that  his 
penitent  listens  to  him  in  silence.  He  con- 
tinues to  speak  and  to  explain  to  him  at 
great  length,  how  great  is  God's  desire 
that  the  sinner  be  converted,  and  how 
great  is  his  joy  wiien  he  is  converted.  After 
this,  he  says:  "My  friend,  we  have  a  good 
and  merciful  God ;  he  is  ready  to  pardon  our 
sins," — when  God's  grace  acting  through  the 
confessor's  words,  conquered  the  sinner  by 
moving  his  heart.  Ramirez  is  weeping  with 
grief  and  sorrow  for  having  offended  so  good  a 
God.  Behold,  how  God  revenged  himself 
upon  this  sinner  for  all  the  outrages  and  insults 
which  he  had  offered  him!  God  returned 
good  for  evil.  Ramirez  is  burning  with  zeal, 
with  that  fire  of  love  of  which  Christ  says  :  "  I 
am  come  to  kindle  a  fire  upon  this  earth,  and 
what  will  I  but  that  it  be  enkindled  ?  "  Ramirez 
sighs,  and  like  Peter,  weeps  bitterly  for  his 
past  sins  and  follies.  *'  Is  it  possible,"  he  asks 
his  confessor,  "  that  the  mercy  of  God  should 
be  greater  than  my  sins  ?  God  is  good  !  God 
is  good,  and  to  think  that  I  could  hate,  outrage 
and  persecute  so  good  a  God  !  "  The  confessor 
had    enough    to  do   in    order    to    prevent  his 
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penitent  from  breaking  out  into  loud  lamenta- 
tions. He  conducted  him  into  the  sacristy, 
where  he  heard  his  general  confession,  and 
then,  on  account  of  the  great  sorrow  and  con- 
trition for  all  his  sins,  and  his  firm  resolution 
of  amendment,  he  poured  the  precious  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ  upon  his  bruised  heart  through 
the  words  of  absolution,  which,  falling  upon  a 
worthy  object,  washed  him  and  cleansed  him 
from  all  his  sins. 

Learn  from  this  the  efficacy  of  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Penance,  when  it  is  received  with  the 
proper  dispositions.  Ramirez  was  not  only 
cleansed  from  his  sins,  but  he  was  at  once  a 
totally  changed  man.  He  died  to  all  his  past 
life,  and  without  delay,  he  asked  to  be  received 
into  a  severe  Order,  where  he  performed  the 
most  austere  works  of  penance  for  three  years, 
before  he,  at  last,  fell  asleep  in  the  Lord. 
When  he  was  taken  ill  with  a  severe  sickness, 
he  had  a  premonition  of  his  approaching  end. 
He  embraced  the  crucifix,  pressed  it  to  his 
lips,  and  kissed  it  with  tears  of  consolation  in 
his  eyes.  Then,  turning  to  his  brothers  in 
Religion,  who  stood  around  his  couch,  weeping 
with  him.  "Oh!  how  much,"  he  said,  "I  am 
disgusted  with  my  former  sinful  life !  I  shud- 
der at  the  remembrance  of  it.  But,  O  Jesus, 
in  the  contemplation  of  thy  love  for  sinners, 
my  heart   melts   with    sweetness!     I  acknowl- 
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edge  thy  great  goodness  and  longanimity. 
Yes,  great  had  to  be  the  Lord  who  could  par- 
don so  great  a  sinner,  and  such  a*  sinner  could 
not  have  dared  to  hope  for  forgiveness  from 
any  other  lord,  but  thee!"  And  in  this  love 
of  his  good  and  merciful  God,  he  breathed  his 
last,  and  entered  eternity,  in  order  to  praise 
the  mercy  of  God  in  the  Sacrament  of  Penance 
for  all  eternity. 

Now,  by  rights,  I  should  quit  the  pulpit,  and 
leave  you,  my  brethren,  to  your  own  thoughts 
and  feelings.  But  a  very  melancholy  doubt 
oppresses  my  heart.  May  I  tell  you  what  it  is? 
Ah  !  if  it  be  true,  I  shall  regret  very  much  hav- 
ing preached  to  you  this  evening;  for  I  should 
have  done  more  harm  than  good  by  my  sermon. 
Why?  Well,  it  appears  to  me  I  hear  some  one 
or  other  among  you,  say  in  his  heart:  "  A  very 
consoling  story  for  me  ;  for  I  am  not  as  great  a 
sinner  as  Ramirez  !  If  God  is  merciful,  what 
need  I  care?  Why  should  I  trouble  myself 
about  penance  ?  Ramirez  was  not  in  a  hurry  ; 
neither  need  I  be  !  It  will  be  time  enough  after 
a  while,  to  strike  my  breast,  and  say :  God  be 
merciful  to  me,  a  sinner !  I  hope  he  will  give 
me  time  for  repentance,  as  he  gave  it  to  this 
sinner,  before  I  die."  Ah  !  your  conclusion  is 
wrong ;  your  reasoning  is  the  reasoning  of  a 
madman.  "  God  is  good  ;  therefore,  I  may  be 
wicked."     O  accursed  thought !      It  forces  me. 
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as  it  were,  to  bring  before  you  another  example 
before  I  dismiss  you,  to  move  your  heart  to 
love  such  a  loVing  God. 

It  is  related  of  a  young  man  in  Italy  that 
having  persisted  in  improper  proposals  to  a 
young  woman  whom  he  courted,  she  at  last, 
feigned  to  yield,  and  appointed  the  day,  the 
hour,  and  the  place  where  they  should  meet  for 
the  purpose  of  gratifying  his  desire.  When  he 
came  on  the  appointed  day,  and  at  the  appointed 
hour,  she  conducted  him  to  a  retired  room, 
where,  for  her  purpose,  she  had  placed  a  large 
Crucifix.  Pointing  to  it,  she  said  to  him : 
"Very  well,  I  will  comply  with- your  wishes  on 
condition  that  you  give  your  Saviour,  who  died 
for  you,  two  slaps  in  the  face."  What  do  you 
think  the  miserable  wretch  did  ?  Did  the  girl's 
words  bring  him  to  his  senses  ?  No  !  In  a  mo- 
ment, he  gave  his  crucified  Jesus  the  first  slap, 
on  the  right  cheek.  O  horror !  did  lightning 
from  Heaven  strike  him  dead  on  the  spot  ?  Did 
the  earth  open  and  swallow  him  alive  ?  No !  He 
was  just  lifting  his  hand  to  give  the  second  slap, 
when,  to  his  consternation,  a  voice  from  the 
Crucifix  cried  out  in  thundering  tones  :  "  It  is 
enough ! "  At  these  words,  the  bold  libertine 
sank  to  the  ground — not  struck  by  lightning, 
but  by  the  grace  of  God.  Giving  vent  to  floods 
of  tears,  he  was  dissolved  in  repentance,  and 
from  a  sinner,  became  a  saint. 

Now,  I  ask  these  wicked  and  presumptuous 
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sinners  who,  abusing  God's  mercy,  boldly  con- 
tinue their  sinful  career — I  ask  them  (I  repeat), 
to  answer  this  question  :  If  this  young  man, 
after  hearing  the  divine  voice,  had  dared  to  give 
the  Crucifix  the  second  slap,  would  he  have 
obtained  repentance  and  pardon  ?  Why  do  you 
remain  silent  and  abashed  ?  I  am  sure  not  one 
of  you  would  have  dared  advise  him  to  commit 
that  sacrilegious  outrage  a  second  time.  But 
how  is  it  that  you  have  not  the  courage  to  ad- 
vise others  to  do  what  you  are  doing  your- 
selves? Again  and  again,  not  merely  twice, 
but  hundreds  of  times,  alas!  thousands  of  times, 
you  have  offended  God  by  your  grievous  sins, 
and  each  time  your  conscience,  the  voice  of 
God,  has  cried  out  within  you  :  ''  It  is  enough  ; 
quit  sin  !  "  One  mortal  sin  is  enough  to  damn 
a  soul  forever.  Love  and  praise  the  infinite 
mercy  oi  God  and  thank  him  that  he  did  not 
punish  you  immediately  after  your  first  sin,  and 
cast  you  into  hell.  You  still  live,  but  you  do 
not  live  to  sin.  You  have  sinned  enough.  You 
only  live  in  order  to  quench  your  sins  by  love. 
Live  and  love — yes,  live  and  love  the  infinitely 
merciful  God.  If  he  had  willed  to  take  you  in 
the  very  act  of  sin,  you  would,  long  ago,  have 
been  in  hell,  that  place  where  love  finds  no 
dwelling  place,  but  where  everlasting  torment 
and  horror  reign,  where  there  is  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth  for  all  eternity. 
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No    7. 

THE  HEART  WITH    THE  MONEY. 

Lesson  :    It  is  not  enough   to  renounce  sin,  but  we  must 
also  labor  to  free  ourselves  from  the  inclination  to  sin. 

Create  a  clean  heart  within  me,  0  God,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  my  bowels.     Ps.  50  :   ii. 

A  true  penitent  is  not  satisfied  with  having 
obtained  merely  the  happy  remission  of  his 
sins.  He  goes  still  farther,  and  desires  from 
God  a  clean  heart,  and  a  rightly  ordered  mind  ; 
and  this  is  the  second  mark  of  a  true  and  sin- 
cere repentance.  ''  Create  a  clean  heart  in  me, 
O  God,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  my 
bowels  !  "  What  do  we  understand  by  a  clean 
heart?  As  the  gold  only  is  pure  when  it  is  free 
from  every  dross,  so  that  heart  only  is  clean 
which  has  renounced  not  only  sin,  but  also 
€very  affection  for  it,  all  inclination  to  it.  To 
obtain  this  cleanness  of  heart,  we  must  not  go 
the  w^ay  of  the  fiesh,  nor  grovel  in  earthly  mire, 
but  direct  all  our  thoughts  and  desires  towards 
our  last  end,  which  is  God.  If  these  dispositions 
be  wanting,  if  the  heart  is  still  buried  in  terres- 
trial affections,  or  the  spirit  too  much  bent  upon 
temporal  goods  ;  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  we 
do  not  do   violence   to  these  passions,  nor  ask 
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God  for  the  necessary  graces  to  overcome 
them,  then,  we  trust  in  vain  in  our  good  reso- 
lutions, and  in  the  stability  of  our  repentance. 
Neither  are  worth  much,  for  they  cannot  last 
long.  Oh!  that  the  covetous  would  engrave 
this  lesson  deeply  on  their  minds :  That  it  is 
not  enough  to  confess  and  renounce  sin,  but 
that  they  must  also  labor  to  free  themselves 
from  the  inclination  to  sin,  and  from  every  at- 
tachment to  the  goods  of  this  world.  How  can 
a  miser  have  a  clean  heart,  a  spirit  that  thinks 
on  the  things  that  are  above,  if,  after  confession, 
he  continues  the  same  course  as  before,  makes 
no  restitution,  does  not  pay  his  lawful  debts, 
nor  shun  usury,  but  uses  fraud  and  extortion 
whenever  there  is  anything  to  be  gained.  Such 
a  one  consoles  himself  in  vain  with  having  con- 
fessed his  sins ;  his  heart  remains  unchanged. 
To  him,  the  words  of  Christ  are  clearly  appli- 
cable :  *'  Where  your  treasure  is,  there  will 
your  heart  be  also."  This  I  will  prove  by  a 
very  interesting  story,  taken  from  the  life  of 
St.  Anthony  of  Padua. 

At  the  time  when  St.  Anthony  of  Padua 
aroused  and  inflamed  all  Italy  with  his  power- 
ful and  eloquent  sermons,  glowing  with  fervor, 
a  certain  nobleman  —we  will  call  his  name 
Walter — was  taken  so  suddenly  and  violently 
ill  that  his  physician  despaired  of  his  recovery. 
Many  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances  visited 
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him,  I  do  not  know  whether  through  real  com- 
passion, or  through  self-interest;  for  Walter  was 
immensely  wealthy.  They  probably  hoped  to 
get  a  share  of  his  riches,  because  he  had  neither 
wife  nor  children.  His  relations  began  to  quar- 
rel about  his  property  before  he  had  departed 
this  life,  but  none  of  them  had  the  courage  to 
acquaint  him  with  his  imminent  danger  of  death, 
or  to  speak  to  him  of  confession  and  the  salva- 
tion of  his  soul.  Nay,  the  unscrupulous  physi- 
cians even  flattered  the  sick  man  with  the  sweet 
hope  of  recovery,  until  he  was  imexpectedly 
struck  dead  by  apoplexy. 

Behold  !  from  this  example,  how  unreliable  is 
the  love  of  friends  and  relations  !  When  you 
get  sick  and  apprehend  the  danger  of  death,  do 
not  put  off  your  confession  from  day  to  day. 
You  may  wait  for  the  reception  of  the  other 
Sacraments,  if  you  choose,  but  do  not  delay 
making  a  good  confession  as  soon  as  you  can. 
Confession  requires  a  person  to  be  in  his  sound 
and  perfect  senses.  He  who  is  overwhelmed 
with  bodily  pains,  is  not  easily  excited  to  true 
contrition  for  his  sins.  Do  not  wait  for  some 
one  to  remind  you  of  confession  ;  remind  your- 
selves of  your  duty  in  the  beginning  of  3^our  ill- 
ness. Send  for  a  priest  as  soon  as  possible.  Do 
not  rely  upon  what  your  physicians,  your 
friends,  may  tell  you,  upon  what  wife,  husband, 
or  children,     may    say.      They   do    not    wish 
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to  alarm  you  ;  they  may  deceive  you  by  a  false, 
misguided  love.  O  stupid  delusion!  must  one 
die  sooner  because  he  makes  his  confession? 
No,  the  contrary  frequently  takes  place.  God 
afflicts  many  a  one  with  sickness,  not  that  he 
may  die  the  death  of  the  body,  but  that  he  may 
live  spiritually,  that  he  may  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  sins,  confess  them  and  amend  his 
life.  "  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death,"  said 
Christ  of  Lazarus  ;  ''but  to  the  glory  of  God." 
There  is  one  question  which  I  must  ask ;  Is 
the  sick  person  afraid  to  die  or  not?  If  he  is 
not  afraid,  you  may  remind  him  of  confession ; 
it  will  not  affect  him.  If  he  is  afraid,  it  is  a  sure 
sign  that  he  needs  confession  more  than  any- 
thing else.  It  is  too  late  to  send  for  a  priest 
when  the  patient  begins  to  lose  his  senses,  or 
when  he  has  already  lost  them,  or  when  he  is  in 
the  agony  of  death  ;  and  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  minister  of  God  can  do  nothing  for 
him  under  such  circumstances.  Nevertheless, 
when  such  a  one  dies  without  confession,  with- 
out the  rites  of  the  Church,  the  whole  blame  is 
generally  left  on  the  poor  priest,  whilst  the  fool- 
ish husband  or  wife,  the  dumb  physician  or  the 
careless  sick  person  are  really  in  fault.  It  is 
often  a  just  punishment  inflicted  by  God,  as  was 
undoubtedly  the  case  with  our  nobleman 
Walter,  who  lived  in  St.  Anthony's  time.  As 
far  as  I  can  learn  from  his  biography,  he  never 
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liked  to  hear  the  truth  in  his  lifetime,  and  con- 
sequently, we  need  not  wonder  that  he  did  not 
get  to  hear  it  in  his  last  hour.  During  life  he 
avoided  all  conversation  with  priests;  he  never 
went  to  hear  sermons  for  fear  they  might  wound 
his  feelings  by  reminding  him  of  his  duty,  or 
arouse  him  from  the  sle-ep  of  sin.  Walter  died 
unexpectedly,  without  receiving  the  rites  of  the 
Church.  O  folly  !  Can  that  be  'called  a  prep- 
aration for  such  a  journey  from  time  to 
eternity? 

Reqiiiescat  in  pace.  May  the  Lord  have  mercy 
on  his  poor  soul !  The  tree  is  fallen  ;  to  what- 
soever side  it  has  fallen,  there  it  will  lie  for  all 
eternity.  He  is  dead,  that  is  the  last  of  him  on. 
earth.  It  cannot  be  helped,  said  his  relations — 
we  must  now  think  of  his  burial.  The  highest 
honors  that  friendship  could  yield  were  paid  to 
the  deceased  ;  all  necessary  preparations  were 
made  for  imposing  obsequies ;  and  to  omit 
nothing  that  might  redound  to  the  honor  of  the 
family,  they  requested  St.  Anthony  of  Padua, 
the  most  eloquent  pulpit  orator  of  his  time,  to 
deliver  the  funeral  oration.  They  are  not  to  be 
blamed  for  that.  I  only  wish  they  had  been, 
more  solicitous  for  a  good  and  happy  death  for 
Walter  than  for  a  pompous  funeral.  But  what 
appears  very  strange  to  me  is,  that  St.  Anthony 
promised  to  preach  the  funeral  sermon.  What, 
indeed,  could  he  say  of  him  ?     If  he  spoke  the 
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truth,  he  would  offend  the  dead  man's  high  con- 
nections ;  if  he  did  not  speak  the  truth,  he  would 
offend  God.  All  that  he  could  conscientiously 
say  was,  that  Walter  was  of  noble  birth,  and 
had  accumulated  great  wealth. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  his  demise  was  spread 
throughout  the  city,  every  one  began  to  talk  a 
great  deal,  but  they  said  little  good  of 
Walter.  '*  Thank  God  !  "  cried  one  ;  "  that  this 
boaster  has  experienced  for  once  that  he  is  only 
a  man !  He  regarded  others  as  dogs ;  nay,  he 
treated  his  horses  better  than  his  servants.  He 
made  a  great  deal  of  his  noble  birth,  but  of  the 
virtues  of  his  ancestors  he  possessed  none.  He 
lived  as  if  he  expected  to  remain  on  earth 
forever!"  "Yes,"  said  another,  *'he  is 
no  great  loss  to  the  world.  He  was  a 
usurer,  an  ex-tortioner,  a  cruel  and  unjust  man. 
He  hated  the  poor."  Such  was  the  talk  of  the 
town.  Who  can  stop  people's  tongues  !  I  be- 
lieve that  in  many  points,  they  wronged  Walter, 
but  in  one  point  all  agreed,  viz  :  All  blamed  him 
for  his  insatiable  avarice,  which  had  blinded  him 
to  such  a  degree  that  he  did  not  know  he  was  a 
miser ;  for  avarice  is  a  vice  that  veils  itself  in 
the  heart.  No  man  will  believe  that  he  is  ava- 
ricious, though  every  one  is  more  or  less  infected 
with  this  vice,  as  Jeremiah  assures  us,  saying  : 
"  From  the  least  even  to  the  greatest  all  follow 
covetousness."    Jeremias   8  :   10.       It    may    be 
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worth  our  while  to  mention  one  or  two  other 
signs  by  which  we  may  discover  whether  or  not 
one  is  inclined  or  addicted  to  this  vice.  Being 
forewarned,  one  may  possibly  avert  from  him- 
self those  terrible  evils  which  arise  from  covet- 
ousness,  for  time  and  eternity.  I  suppose  you 
would  prefer  me  to  tell  the  story  at  once  with- 
out any  digression  ;  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  not 
to  do  what  is  most  pleasing  to  you,  but  what  is 
of  the  greatest  benefit  to  you.  Here,  then,  I 
crave  your  most  serious  attention.  What  I  have 
to  say  concerns  all,  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich, 
because  the  rich  are  not  the  only  ones  who  are 
covetous ;  the  poor  also  can  be,  and  often  are, 
covetous,  to  their  own  perdition. 

What,  then,  is  covetousness  ?  It  is  an  inordi- 
nate desire  and  love  of  money.  It  is  frequently 
called  by  worldlings,  ''economy,"  or  "pru- 
dence ;"  but  under  the  mask  of  those  beautiful 
names,  the  most  shameful  niggardliness  and 
covetousness  are  concealed.  How  (you  may 
ask),  shall  we  know  it  to  be  covetousness  ? 
There  are  two  signs  by  which  this  vice  is  known  : 
By  being  too  fond  of  receiving  money,  and  by 
being  too  close  and  grudging  in  laying  it  out. 
Look  well,  then,  to  your  incomes  and  your  ex- 
penses. I  will  give  you  an  illustration.  There 
are  two  old,  sickly  people,  who  have  enough  of 
the  goods  of  this  world  to  last  them  two  lifetimes. 
They  have  no  chick  nor  child   for  an  heir,  yet 
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they  do  not  allow  themselves  to  eat  anything 
good  and  strengthening.  Everything  is  too 
precious  and  costly.  Perhaps,  it  would  not  be 
too  precious  and  costly,  if  they  could  get  it  for 
nothing.  Every  cent  they  have  to  lay  out,  they 
turn.twice  in  their  hands,  giving  it  up  at  last 
only  with  the  greatest  pain,  as  if  it  were  a  part 
of  their  being.  This  too  great  love  of  money  is 
covetousness^  and  it  deserves  purgatory.  Again, 
there  are  those  who  run  into  debt,  not  com- 
pelled thereto  by  stern  necessity,  but  merely  in 
order  to  lead  a  life  of  luxury.  When  creditors 
ask  for  their  money,  they  are  met  with  some 
excuse  or  a  good  scolding,  or,  at  best,  the  cred- 
itor gets  only  a  part  of  what  is  due  him  ;•  the 
rest  he  must  loose,  unless  he  goes  to  law.  And 
this  is  covetousjiess  ivJiich  deserves  hell. 

Then,  there  are  people  who  live  in  continual 
fear  that  they  will  not  have  enough  for  their 
old  age,  that  the  time  will  come  when  they  will 
starve  to  death ;  and  on  that  account,  they  do 
not  hesitate  to  work  on  holy-days,  and  do  not 
allow  their  servants  to  go  to  church  on  those 
days.  This  is  covetousness.  Again,  there  are 
people  who  appropriate  to  themselves  every- 
thing they  find,  without  inquiring  for  the  right- 
ful owner;  this  is  covetousness.  There  are 
others,  who  take  from  their  employers  things 
of  more  or  less  value,  over  and  above  their  stip- 
ulated wages  ;  this  too  is  covetousness.   Others, 
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when  they  have  anything  to  sell,   do  not  know 
what  price  to  ask ;  they  alwaj^s  charge  more 
than  it  is  worth,  and  often  charge  double  price, 
taking  advantage  of  the  poverty  of  the  buyer. 
When  they  buy,  however,  they  know  not  how 
little  to  offer  ;  and  when  they  sell,  without  get- 
ting ready  cash,  they  charge  interest.       This  is 
covetousness.      They   know   in   their   heart  of 
hearts  that   it   is    not    right    to    do    so,    and 
their     conscience    reproaches    them    with    it, 
but    they  endeavor   to   silence  it   and   to   lull 
it   to   sleep    by    these   and   the   like    maxims: 
*'  I   must   do  this,   because    I    risk   the  loss  of 
my  money,"  or,  ''because   I  could  invest   my 
money  in  something  else  that  would  pay  me 
better."     These  are  nice,  soothing  words,  but 
they  are  nothing  but  words.      Their  action  is 
unjust ;  and  covetousness  is  the  root  of  it.  "  The 
covetous  shall  not  possess  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Now,  let  me  proceed  to  tell  you  about  Walter's 
funeral.     His  remains  are  taken  to  the  church 
in  a  handsome  coffin  and  placed  upon  a  magnifi- 
cent bier.    The  greatest  splendor  and  pomp  are 
displayed    in  all  the  details   of   his   obsequies. 
As    soon    as    the    mourners   had    taken   their 
seats,     St.     Anthony     mounted      the     pulpit. 
Some  of  the  assembly  were  full  of  indignation, 
others  of  curious  expectation,  because  such  a 
holy  man  had  not  refused  to  preach  the  funeral 
sermon  of  a  wicked  miser.     But   the   greatest 


LECTURE    7.  107 

quiet  prevailed.  St.  Anthony  began  his  sermon 
by  selecting  for  his  text,  1j;iese  words  :  "  Where 
your  treasure  is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also." 
He  carefully  explained  his  text,  and  with  im- 
pressive words,  reprehended  those  who  set 
their  hearts  and  affections  on  the  goods  of  this 
world,  seeking  their  whole  happiness  therein. 
Every  one  could  see  that  he  was  burning  with 
zeal,  to  which  he  gave  vent  by  crying  out  in  a 
thundering  voice  which  pierced  all  ears  and 
all  hearts  :  "  Woe  to  the  rich  !  Woe  to  them  in 
life,  woe  to  them  in  death,  and  eternal  woe  to 
them  hereafter ! " 

We  may  easily  imagine  what  were  the  thoughts 
and  feelings  of  his  hearers.  Some  rejoiced  at 
hearing  him  speak  thus  ;  others  murmured 
aloud ;  but  all  perceived  what  kind  of  a  pane- 
gyric must  naturally  follow  such  an  exordium. 
Notwithstanding  the  noise  and  murmurs,  he 
began  to  illustrate  one  point  after  another. 
''Woe,"  said  he,  ''woe  to  the  rich,  whereby  I 
mean,  those  who  by  unlawful  methods  acquire 
money,  or  who,  neglecting  their  -salvation^ 
trouble  themselves  day  and  night  with  temporal 
affairs  ;  woe  to  them  in  life  !  For  what  is  the  life 
of  such  a  miser  ?  A  life  full  of  uneasiness,  a  life  of 
vices  and  sins  crying  to  heaven  for  vengeance." 
Both  his  assertions  he  proved  by  quoting  the 
words  of  St.  Paul :  "  They  who  would  become 
rich,  fall  into  temptation  and  into  the  snares  of 
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the  devil,  and  into  many  unprofitable  and  hurt- 
ful desires  which  dl'own  men  in  destruction 
and  perdition.  For  covetousness  is  the  root 
of  all  evils,  which  some  desiring,  have 
erred  from  the  faith,  and  have  entangled 
themselves  in  many  sorrows.''  i  Tim.  6:  9,  10. 
Any  one  who  desires  to  become  rich  is  not  con- 
tent with  his  necessary  support,  with  food  and 
raiment,  but  is  led  to  make  use  of  various 
means,  whether  fair  or  foul,  right  or  wrong,  he 
cares  not,  so  that  they  help  him  to  heap  up 
money.  If  he  has  become  rich,  the  devil  holds 
him  fettered  and  bound  by  the  difficulty  of 
making  restitution  for  unjustly  acquired  goods. 
He  is  caught  like  a  bird  in  a  trap,  or  like  a  fish 
by  the  bait  on  the  hook.  •  The  bait  is  the  illicit 
gain,  which  distracts  him  with  many  burning 
desires,  even  during  the  time  of  Mass,  and 
which  makes  him  wish  that  every  Sunday  and 
holiday  were  a  working  day.  Unprofitable  de- 
siresare  these  for  time,  because  the  miser  can 
never  get  enough  ;  pernicious  desires  for 
eternity,  into  which  he  goes,  at  last,  burdened 
with  a  heavy  load  of  sins  against  justice  and 
charity.  There  is  no  duty  which  a  miser  is  not 
ready  to  omit ;  there  is  no  sin  which  he  is  not 
ready  to  commit,  no  commandment  which  he 
is  not  ready  to  violate,  through  fear  of  loss  or 
for  hope  of  gain.  Not  only  does  covetousness. 
destroy  divine  faith,  hope  and  charity,  but  un- 
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like  all  other  vices,  it  increases  with  age,  and 
is  harder  than  any  other  vice  to  bridle  and 
subdue. 

This,  and  more,  St.  Anthony  understood  how 
to  explain  so  forcibly,  that  he  laid  bare  to  his 
hearers  his  heart  and  all  the  feelings  that 
troubled  it.  His  countenance,  his  eyes,  his  car- 
riage, all  were  full  of  fire  ;  and  his  words  were 
the  truest  interpreters  of  his  emotions.  He 
wept  at  the  blindness  of  those  who  think  so 
little  of  the  things  above  ;  he  was  incensed  at 
the  obstinacy  and  stubbornness  of  those  who 
refused  to  scorn  the  things  of  this  world : 
again,  he  threatened  with  the  anger  of  God 
those,  who  accumulate  wealth,  only  to  increase 
their  sins  ;  he  entreated  all  to  enter  into  them- 
selves in  time,  and  to  consider  what  woe 
awaited  the  miser  at  his  last  hour.  This  led 
him  to  the  second  point  of  his  discourse,  in 
which  he  described  the  misery  of  the  dying 
rich  man.  He  proved  from  the  Gospel,  as  well 
as  from  reason  and  daily  experience,  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  restitution  on  one's  death-bed 
of  unjustly  acquired  goods,  plainly  showing 
that  misers  either  die  in  despair,  or  being  sud- 
denly taken  off,  are  snatched  away  without  re- 
pentance. He  explained  all  this  so  forcibly, 
that  his  hearers  sighed  aloud,  sobbed  and 
trembled,  especially  as  he  corroborated  his  say- 
ings with  the  example   of   King  Agag,  whose 
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last  words  Avere :  "  Thus  dost  thou  then 
separate,  bitter  death  !  Is  this  the  end  then  of 
all  my  labor,  sweat  and  fatigue  ?  Must  I  leave 
behind  me  all  my  treasures,  all  my  gold  ?  And 
does  nothing  remain  to  me,  in  exchange  but  the 
grave?  O,  bitter  death!  Must  I  go  hence, 
not  knowing  for  whom  I  have  toiled  ?  Whither 
wilt  thou  take  me  ?  Into  a  country  where  my 
money  will  not  pass  current.  What  will  there 
become  of  me  !  " 

Now,  he  passed  on  to  the  third  part.  His 
countenance  changed  so  suddenly  that  he 
seemed  to  be  in  a  rapture.  "  What  shall  I  say 
of  the  woe  that  awaits  the  miser  hereafter  !  " 
Then  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  coffin,  he  cried 
out  as  loud  as  he  could :  "  Speak  for  your- 
self, Walter,  speak  for  3^ourself,  miserable 
man!  Of  him  also  it  is  written:  '  When  the 
rich  man  died,  he  was  buried  in  hell.' " 
These  words  (you  may  readily  believe),  fell 
like  a  thunderbolt  upon  his  hearers.  They 
seemed  dumbfounded,  and  at  first  kept  silent. 
But  soon  their  speechless  consternation  gave 
place  to  a  tumult  of  crying  and  sobbing.  Even 
those  whom  Walter  had  wronged  in  his  life- 
time, were  grieved  at  his  misfortune.  The 
first  confusion  and  noise  being  over,  one  asked 
the  other :  "What  does  all  this  money  avail 
him  now  ?  "  Others  felt  very  indignant  that 
St.  Anthony  dared  to  assert  that  the  nobleman 
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was  in  hell.  What  could  he  know  about  it? 
St.  Anthony,  in  the  meantime,  had  covered  his 
face  with  his  hands,  and  drenched  the  pulpit 
with  his  tears.  Then,  commanding  silence  by 
a  sign,  he  raised  his  voice  again,  and  as 
though  inspired  from  above,  he  said :  "  Why 
do  you  weep?  He  whom  God  has  con- 
demned to  hell  is  not  worthy  of  your  tears 
and  compassion.  I  repeat  it — here  is  the 
fino-er  of  God!  Walter  is  buried  in  hell! 
Let  us  praise  God,  and  say :  '  Lord,  thou  art 
just,  and  just  are  thy  judgments!'  He  that 
does  not  believe  my  words,  must  believe  his 
own  eyes.  Open  the  coffin  lid.  Look  at  the 
corpse.  You  will  find  it  without  a  heart! 
Walter's  heart  is  at  home  in  his  palace,  lying 
among  his  money  !  " 

He  had  scarcely  finished  speaking,  when 
the  people  rushed  to  the  coffin,  opened  it, 
and  removed  the  cloth  from  the  corpse.  Be- 
hold !  a  deep  hole  in  the  unfortunate  Walter's 
breast,  revealed  the  fact,  that  his  heart  was 
gone  !  At  once,  some  of  his  relations  hurried 
from  the  church  to  Walter's  palace.  They 
ran  to  the  room  where  he  kept  his  treasures, 
forced  open  his  coffer  and,  O,  horror  !  there 
they  found  his  heart  lying  upon  the  money, 
black  and  smoking ! 

I  leave  you  to  imagine  the  sickening,  terrified 
sensations   of   the   spectators.      Fancy,   if  you 
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can,  what  his  relations  must  have  felt ;  but,  at 
all  events,  learn  with  them,  from  the  misfor- 
tune of  this  man,  not  to  set  your  heart  upon 
money,  nor  your  affections  upon  created  things. 
Ask  yourselves  frequently:  "Where  is  my 
treasure?"  For,  where  your  treasure  is,  there 
will  your  heart  be  also,  in  life,  in  death,  and  in 
eternity. 
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